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Chapter 1

Vector bundles

1.1 First properties and first examples

Exercise 1.1. Prove that that the projection map π : E →M of any vector bundle is a submersion.

Exercise 1.2. Show that any section s ∈ Γ (E) of a vector bundle E over M , when seen as a map

s : M → E,

is an embedding of M in E (an embedding of manifolds).

Exercise 1.3. Let E →M be a vector bundle. We write Γ (E) for its space of smooth sections. Let
s, t ∈ Γ (E) and let f ∈ C∞(M). Show that s + t and f · s are again smooth sections. (Note that
these operations are defined pointwise (s+ t)(x) = s(x) + t(x) and (f · s)(x) = f(x)s(x).

Exercise 1.4. Prove that a line bundle L → M is trivializable if and only if it admits a nowhere
vanishing section.

Exercise 1.5. We first work over an arbitrary manifold M .

(a) Assuming that π : L → M is a line bundle over M , show that finding a trivialization of L
is equivalent to finding a section of L that is nowhere vanishing.

(b) When L = RM , the trivial line bundle over M , describe a bijection between the sections of
L and R-valued smooth function on M .

Assume now that L is the tautological line bundle over the n-dimensional projective space M = RPn.

(c) Describe now a bijection between sections of L and R-valued smooth functions on on the
n-sphere, f : Sn → R, with the property that f(−x) = −f(x) for all x ∈ Sn.

(d) Deduce that L is not trivialisable.

1



2 1 Vector bundles

Exercise 1.6. Let π : E → M be a rank k vector bundle. Let s be a set-theoretic section of E
i.e. s is a function s : M → E such that π ◦ s = idM . Recall that with respect to a local frame
e = {e1, . . . , ek}, we obtain a decomposition

s(x) = f1(x)e1(x) + · · ·+ fk(x)ek(x)

Show that s is smooth if and only if with respect to every local frame (U, {ei}ki=1), the coefficients
{f i : U → R} are smooth functions.

Vector bundles often arise in physics when trying to make sense of physical quantities globally. Such
physical quantities are usually defined locally, by explicit formulas written down in coordinates- and
those formulas describe one, or more, functions. How to make sense of the physical quantity globally,
independent of the coordinates? The problem is that functions can rarely be globalised to functions.
That is where vector bundles come in, since their sections are global objects which, locally, can be
represented by functions. In other words, one is now invited to interpret such physical quantities as
sections of appropriate vector bundles. Now, how does one build those vector bundles? The trick is that,
since in each case we are talking about concrete physical quantities, one can compute explicitly how
the functions change when one changes coordinates ... and those reveal the transition functions of the
vector bundle to consider ... and hopefully you will even be able to recognize the vector bundle itself,
described intrinsically (so as to avoid the valid but unsatisfying ”solution”: define the vector bundle via
its transitions). The next exercise is an illustration of the ”game” described above, more mathematical.

Exercise 1.7. Let M be a manifold. We consider real-valued smooth functions f ∈ C∞(M) and the
main question is that of making sense globally of “the gradient of f”. Recall that any chart (U, χ) of
M allows us to talk about the partial derivatives of f w.r.t. the chart (U, χ),

∂f

∂χ1
, . . . ,

∂f

∂χm
∈ C∞(U), (1.1.1)

where ∂f
∂χi

(p) is defined as the i-th partial derivative of f ◦ χ−1 : χ(U) → R computed at the point

χ(p):
∂f

∂χi
(p) =

∂f ◦ χ−1

∂xi
(χ(p)) =

d

dt

∣∣∣∣
t=0

χ−1(χ1(p), . . . , χi(p) + t, . . . , χn(p))

In local coordinates, “the gradient of f” should be encoded in the collection (1.1.1), arranged in a
matrix.

You are asked to describe a vector bundle E → M and a section sf of E so that, locally w.r.t.
certain local frames of E, (1.1.1) are precisely the corresponding coefficients of sf .

(Hint, recall that when moving to another chart (U ′, χ′), one can express the similar functions ∂f
∂χ′i

in

terms of the previous ones, as well as the (partial derivatives of the) change of coordinates c = χ′◦χ−1.
Try to remember that formula, or deduce it. That should indicate the transition functions of E.
Hopefully you will recognize E ... and then sf .)

Exercise 1.8 (the tautological line bundle over the real projective space). First of all, I
advise you to write down/look up the standard atlas (U0, χ0), . . . , (Un, χn) that is used to describe
the smooth structure on RPn. Consider now the tautological line bundle

L := {(l, v) ∈ RPn × Rn+1 : v ∈ l},
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with the projection π : L→M , π(l, v) = l, and with the vector space structure on its fibers given by

(l, v) + (l, w) = (l, v + w), etc.

Assume that you already know that L is an embedded submanifold of RPn × Rn+1 and π is a
submersion. In particular, L will be a manifold itself (with the smooth structure induced from RPn×
Rn+1). Using what is discussed in the first part of the chapter :

(a) Describe, for each i ∈ {1, . . . , n}, a nowhere vanishing local section si of L defined over Ui.
(b) Deduce that each si gives rise to a trivialization of L|Ui ,

hi : L|Ui → Ui × R,

and write hi down explicitly.
(c) Using hi and the chart χi : Ui → Rn (see above) construct an explicit manifold chart of L,

χ̃i : Ũi → Rn+1, with domain Ũi := L|Ui .

(d) Now, assume that you didn’t know that L is an embedded submanifold of RPn × Rn+1. Use
then the explicit χ̃i you found above to built a smooth structure on L (making it into an
n+ 1-dimensional manifold). Don’t forget to check that your atlas is smooth.

(e) Continuing (e) and still no longer being allowed to use that L is an embedded submanifold of
RPn × Rn+1): show that π is a submersion and deduce that L is a vector bundle.

(f) Continuing (e) and (f): prove now that L is, indeed, an embedded submanifold of RPn×Rn+1.

The projective space and the tautological line bundle over it makes sense almost identically also when
working over C. First of all, the complex projective space CPn consists of complex lines (i.e. complex
1-dimensional subspaces) l ⊂ Cn+1 and, denoting by [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] the line through an arbitrary
nonzero vector (z0, z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn+1, we can write

CPn =
{

[z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] : (z0, z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn+1 \ {0}
}

where

[z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] = [z′0 : z′1 : . . . : z′n] ⇐⇒ ∃ z ∈ C s.t. z′k = z · zk ∀ k ∈ {0, 1, . . . , n}.

As for RPn, also CPn comes with standard charts (U0, χ0), (U1, χ1), . . . , (Un, χn), with

U0 :=
{

[z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] ∈ CPn : z0 6= 0
}

=
{

[1 : z1 : . . . : zn] : (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn
}
, (1.1.2)

and with χ0 : Uk → Cn being the inverse of (z1, . . . , zn) 7→ (1 : z1 : . . . : zn]:

χk : Uk → Cn, [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn]←→
(
z1

z0
, . . . ,

zn
z0

)
(and similarly for (Uk, chik) for all k). The difference from the real case (actually a novelty more than
a difference) is the fact that the coordinate changes are holomorphic, hence CPn is not only a smooth
manifold, but actually a holomorphic (or complex) manifold. The tautological line bundle over CPn is
now

L =
{

(l, z) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : z ∈ l
}
,

which is a complex vector bundle of (complex) rank 1 over CPn with projection (l, z) 7→ l.
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Exercise 1.9. Prove that the tautological line bundle over CPn (see above) is a complex line bundle
over CPn and, at the same time, a real vector bundle of rank two.

Still as in the real case, when working with [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] ∈ CPn one can always renormalise and use
only (z0, z1, . . . , zn) ∈ S2n+1 ⊂ Cn+1, i.e. think of CPn as

CPn = S2n+1/S1,

the quotient of S2n+1 modulo the action of S1 induced by complex multiplication:

λ · (z0, z1, . . . , zn) = (λz0, λz1, . . . , λzn).

Exercise 1.10. Here L is still the tautological line bundle over CPn. Prove that for any section
s ∈ Γ (L) there exists and is unique a smooth function f : S2n+1 → C such that s is given by

CPn 3 [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] 7−→ (f(z)z0, f(z)z1, . . . , f(z)zn)

for z = (z0, z1, . . . , zn) ∈ S2n+1. Furthermore, prove that f satisfies the S1-invariance condition:

f(λz) =
1

λ
f(z) ∀ λ ∈ S1, z ∈ S2n+1. (1.1.3)

Finally, prove that this gives rise to a linear isomorphism between Γ (L) and the space of smooth,
C-valued functions on S2n+1 which are S1-invariant:

Γ (L) ∼= C∞(S2n+1)S
1−inv.

For instance, f0(z) = z0 is such an invariant function, and that gives rise to the section

s0([z0 : z1 : . . . : zn]) =
(
|z0|2, z0z1, . . . , z0zn

)
;

in turn, s0 can be seen as a local frame of L over U0 from (1.1.2). One can also try now to prove
directly that L is not trivializable, neither as a complex nor as a real vector bundle. Characteristic classes
developed later on are extremely useful in proving such statements.

The invariance condition (1.1.3) is the reason that the tautological line bundle is sometimes denoted

L = O(−1) (1.1.4)

Is there also an “O(1)”, where the invariance condition would be

g(λz) = λg(z) ∀ λ ∈ S1, z ∈ S2n+1? (1.1.5)

To achieve that we use the conjugation on C and its obvious extension to Cn+1:

z := (z0, z1, . . . , zn) , forz = (z0, z1, . . . , zn).

Exercise 1.11. Over CPn we consider

L′ :=
{

(l, z) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : z ∈ l
}
,

Prove that L′ is a complex vector bundle over CPn and its sections are in bijection with smooth
function g : S2n+1 → C satisfying the invariance condition (1.1.5).

How different is L′ of the last exercise from the tautological L? Well, as real vector bundles they are
isomorphic! (Why?) However, the fact that their space of sections exhibit rather different behaviour w.r.t.
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complex multiplication indicates that the two are not isomorphic as complex vector bundles. Again, once
we learn about Chern classes, this expectation can be turned into a theorem.

Next an exercise that indicates the usefulness of working over C even when interested in real vector
bundles (much more on this to come later!).

Exercise 1.12 (the complex structure on TS2 and the hairy ball theorem). Prove that:

(a) The tangent bundle TS2 of S2 can be made into a complex vector bundle where, next to
the addition and multiplication by real scalars that we already have at our disposal, we also
introduce the multiplication by i: on TpS

2 for p = (x, y, z), it is given by

i ·
(
a
∂

∂x
+ b

∂

∂y
+ c

∂

∂z

)
= (cy − bz) ∂

∂x
+ (az − cx)

∂

∂y
+ (bx− ay).

(a) In general, if a rank two real vector bundle E →M can be made into a complex vector bundle,
then the existence of a nowhere vanishing section of E implies that E must be trivializable.

(c) Conclude that the hairy ball theorem is equivalent to the fact that TS2 is not trivializable.

1.2 Morphisms

Exercise 1.13. Show that for any smooth map between manifolds, f : M → N , its differential df
makes sense as a morphism from TM to f∗TN .

Exercise 1.14. Let u : E → F be a morphism of vector bundles. Suppose that fibrewise u is a
linear isomorphism i.e. ux := u|Ex : Ex → Fx is a linear isomorphism for all x ∈ M . Show that u is
an isomorphism of vector bundles i.e. u has an inverse that is also a morphism of vector bundle. In
particular, show that u−1 is smooth.

Exercise 1.15. Let u : F → E be a morphism between two vector bundles over M , consider the
restrictions to the fibers

ux = u|Fx : Fx → Ex,

and we fix an point x ∈M . Please do the following:

(a) Prove that if ux is surjective then there is an entire open neighborhood U of x s.t. uy is surjective
for all y ∈ U .

(c) Then generalise this to a statement about the ranks of the linear maps ux:

rankx(u) := dim (Im(ux)) ,

namely: for any morphism u and any x ∈ M , there exists an open neighborhood U of x such
that

ranky(u) ≥ rankx(u) for all y ∈ U.

(b) State and prove a similar property for the dimensions of the kernels of the maps ux.
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Exercise 1.16. Assume that we have an exact sequence of vector bundles over M ,

E0 u // E1 v // E2

i.e. E0, E1 and E2 are vector bundles over M , u and v are morphisms of vector bundles, and they
satisfy the exactness condition

Im(u) = Ker(v), (1.2.1)

i.e. Im(ux) = Ker(vx) for all x ∈M . Prove that (1.2.1) is a (smooth) vector sub-bundle of E1.

Exercise 1.17. Show that if F 1 and F 2 are vector sub-bundles of a vector bundle E and, at some
x ∈M ,

Ex = F 1
x + F 2

x

(meaning that any vector in Ex is a sum of one from F 1
x and one from F 2

x ), then this equality continue
to hold at all points in an entire open neighbourhood of x.

(compare with Exercise 1.15)

Exercise 1.18. Show that any inner product g on E induces an isomorphism of vector bundles

Ig : E
∼−→ E∗,

uniquely characterised by the condition that 〈Ig(s1), s2〉 = g(s1, s2) for any s1, s2 ∈ Γ (E).



1.3 Inside trivial bundles 7

1.3 Inside trivial bundles

The discussions here apply to both to real as well as to complex vector bundle. Therefore let us look at
K-vector bundles where

K ∈ {R,C}.

Exercise 1.19. The main message of this exercise is that, inside the trivial K-bundles

E = M ×Kl,

one can find very interesting/nontrival ones. Actually, any vector bundle over M can be realised as
sitting inside some trivial bundle M ×Kl for l large enough. Here are some basic examples that you
are supposed to explain in full detail:

(a) the tautological line bundle L over CPn; hence M = CPn, K = C, but what is l and what is
the inclusion of L into the trivial bundle of rank l?

(b) the tangent bundle TSn of the n-sphere naturally sits inside a trivial bundle; hence here
M = Sn, K = R, but what is l and what is the inclusion of TSn into the trivial bundle of
rank l?

Exercise 1.20. Show that whenever we have an embedded submanifold N of a manifold M , TN is
a vector sub-bundle of TM |N :

TN ⊂ TM |N .

On the other hand, recall that any manifold N can be embedded into some Rk, for k large enough.
Deduce that, for any manifold N , TN can be embedded in a trivial vector bundle.

Exercise 1.21. Consider the trivial vector bundle of rank 4 over S2,

Ẽ := S2 × R4,

with the canonical frame denoted e1, e2, e3, e4 (seen as sections of Ẽ). We consider the four new

sections σ1, σ2, σ′1, σ′2 of Ẽ that send p = (a, b, c) ∈ S2 to:{
σ1(p) = (1 + a)e1 + ce3 + be4

σ2(p) = (1 + a)e2 − be3 + ce4

{
σ′1(p) = ce1 − be2 + (1− a)e3

σ′2(p) = be1 + ce2 + (1− a)e4

or, explicitly as elements of S2 × R4:{
σ1(p) = (p, 1 + a, 0, c, b)
σ2(p) = (p, 0, 1 + a,−b, c)

{
σ′1(p) = (p, c,−b, 1− a, 0)
σ′2(p) = (p, b, c, 0, 1− a)

Using these we define
E := SpanR(σ1, σ2, σ

′
1, σ
′
2) ⊂ Ẽ;

hence, at each p = (a, b, c) ∈ S2, Ep is the linear space of σ1(p), σ2(p), σ′1(p), σ′2(p). Please do the
following:

(a) Show that E is a vector bundle of rank 2 (if it doesn’t work in 15 min, look at the next item).
(b) Show that {σ1, σ2} is a local frame of E over S2\{(−1, 0, 0)}, and {σ′1, σ′2} over S2\{(1, 0, 0)}.
(c) Compute the matrix of coordinate changes from the first frame to the second one.
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(d) Identifying R4 with C2 (more precisely, (x, y, z, t) with (x+ iy, z + it)), show that E becomes
a C-line bundle (i.e. of complex rank 1) over S2, {σ1} becomes a C-frame of E over S2 minus
pS , and {σ′1} becomes a C-frame of E over S2 minus pN .

Exercise 1.22. Let us focus now on complex line sub-bundles of the trivial line bundle of rank
l = k + 1:

L ⊂ E = M × Ck+1

Given such an L:

(a) for x ∈M , what can you say about the fiber Lx (just say the obvious, nothing fancy)?
(b) using the previous point, build now a map fL : M → CPk.
(c) what is the relationship between L, the map fL and the tautological line bundle over CPk?
(d) explain why all the maps that enter this discussion (e.g. fL) are smooth.

Next, assume that M = S2 and k = 1, hence E = S2 ×C2. Using the canonical frame {e1, e2} of E,
we define the sections σ, σ′ of E given by{

σ(p) = (1 + u)e1 + (w − iv)e2

σ′(p) = (w + iv)e1 + (1− u)e2

for p = (u, v, w) ∈ S2. We also consider the complex span of these sections,

L := SpanC{σ, σ′} ⊂ E (pointwise).

(e) show that, although at each point p = (u, v, w) ∈ S2 we used two vectors to span Lp, namely
σ(p) and σ′(p), L is actually a complex line bundle.

(f) What is the relationship with the vector bundle(s) from Exercise 1.21?
(g) Use item (c) to build a map

Ψ : S2 → CP1.

(h) Show that this last map is actually a diffeomorphism between the manifolds S2 and CP1.

Exercise 1.23. Using the previous exercise prove that

Φ : CP1 → S2, φ([z0 : z1]) =
(
|z0|2 − |z1|2, 2iz0z1

)
for (z0, z1) ∈ S3

is a diffeomorphism. More precisely, write down explicitly the diffeomorphism Ψ : S2 → CP1 from
the previous exercise, and then prove that Φ is its inverse.
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1.4 Transition functions

General transition data: Recall that a “transition data on (a manifold) M with values in GLr” (the
group of invertible matrices of size r) consists of:

(TD1) an open cover {Uα}α∈Λ of M , indexed by some set Λ.
(TD2) for each α, β ∈ Λ, a smooth function with values in the group GLr of r × r invertible matrices

with real entries,
τα,β : Uα ∩ Uβ → GLr

such that the following “cocycle condition” is satisfied: for all α, β, γ ∈ Λ, one has

τα,β · τβ,γ = τα,γ , over Uα ∩ Uβ ∩ Uγ ,

i.e., for all x ∈ Uα ∩ Uβ ∩ Uγ , τα,β(x) · τβ,γ(x) = τα,γ(x) (equality of matrices).

Exercise 1.24. Show that for any such transition data one has:

(a) τα,α = Idr for all α ∈ Λ, where Idr ∈ GLr is the identity matrix.
(b) for all α, β ∈ Λ, τβ,α = (τα,β)−1 (inversion of matrices).

The relationship of transition data with vector bundles of rank r was two fold:

From vector bundles to transition data: To any rank r vector bundle E → M one can associate
a transition data with values in GLr as follows. The data will not be unique and will depend on the
following choices:

(c1) an open cover {Uα}α∈Λ of M s.t., over each Uα, E admits a local frame.
(c2) accordingly, for each α we fix a local frame eα of E over Uα.

Once these choices are be made, the transition data is give by

τα,β := [eβ : eα]

or, more explicitly,

τα,β =

(τα,β)11 . . . (τα,β)1r. . . . . . . . .(
τα,β

)r
1
. . .
(
τα,β

)r
r

 with defining equations: eβi =
∑
j

(
τα,β

)j
i
eαj .

Exercise 1.25. Show that for any choices of Uα and eα as above, the τα,β define a transition data
on M with values in GLr.

Different starting choices will produce very different transition data- even the indexing set Λ may change!
The precise relationship between such different transition data, although can be described precisely, is
difficult to work with.

From transition data to vector bundles: Conversely, starting with a transition data {Uα, τα,β} on
a manifold M one can construct a vector bundle E. The idea is to start by putting together all the trivial
bundles Uα × Rr, i.e. consider the disjoint union of these spaces, described as

{(α, x, v) : α ∈ Λ, x ∈ Uα, v ∈ Rr},

and define E as the quotient of this last space modulo the equivalence relation
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(α, x, v) ∼ (β, y, w) ⇐⇒ y = x, w = τβ,α(v).

Exercise 1.26. Show that, indeed, this is an equivalence relation.

Denoting by [α, x, v] the resulting equivalence classes, we can write

E = {[α, x, v] : α ∈ Λ, x ∈ Uα, v ∈ Rr}

and there is an obvious map π (“projection”) from E to M : send [α, x, v] to x. Furthermore, for each
α ∈ Λ, there is also an obvious “local frame eα over Uα”, with components

eαi : Uα → E, x 7→ [α, x, ecan
i ],

where ecan
1 , . . . , ecan

r is the usual basis of Rr. Here we use quotes because the terms make sense only when
we already know that E is a vector bundle (which is what we are trying to explain/prove here!). These
“local frames” are relevant for two reasons. First of all, with the mind at the fact that local frames encode
local trivializations, we are led to consider the bijections

hα : π−1(Uα)→ Uα × Rr, [(α, x, v)] 7→ (x, v1, . . . , vr).

Exercise 1.27. Use these maps hα to build a smooth structure on E so that E becomes a smooth
vector bundle for which all eαi are smooth sections.

If you already did the exercise of proving Lemma 1.16 from the notes, then you can use that lemma
here; if not, then use this exercise to prove that lemma as well.

Secondly, once we know that E is a vector bundle, since it comes with the local frames eα, by the general
theory discussed above, one obtains a transition data on M .

Exercise 1.28. Prove that the resulting transition data is precisely the transition data {Uα, τα,β}
we started with.

Exercise 1.29. Describe now a transition data that for the tautological line bundle over RPn (notice
that, since r = 1, the transition functions now take values in R∗!).

Small transition data: Next, let us call a transition data to be small if Λ consists of only two elements.
Given the first exercise, a small transition data on M with values in GLr will be the same thing as an
open cover {U1, U2} of M together with a smooth map

τ = τ1,2 : U1 ∩ U2 → GLr

(then τ2,1 = (τ1,2)−1, τ1,1 = τ2,2 = Id). Small data can give rise to very interesting/non-trivial vector
bundles, already for r = 1, when GL1 = R∗. Indeed:
Later on in the course we will be proving that any vector bundle over a contractible manifold is trivial-
izable. Assuming you already know that, do now the following:
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Exercise 1.30. Over M = S1 we consider the small transition data with values in GL1 = R∗ defined
by the open cover

U1 = {(x, y) ∈ S1 : y > −1

2
}, U2 = {(x, y) ∈ S1 : y <

1

2
}

and τ given by τ(x, y) = sign(x) = x
|x| . What is the corresponding vector bundle?

Exercise 1.31. Show that any vector bundle over a sphere Sn (is isomorphic to one that) is induced
by a small transition data.

Yes, the last question is not very precise; we are interested here in seeing your insight into this discussion,
based on intuition rather than precise formulas. So, please use picture to explain your answer!

Exercise 1.32. Let M = S2 = {(x, y, z) ∈ R3 : x2 +y2 +z2 = 1}, over which we consider the vector
bundle E := TS2. We also consider the following

ex = z
∂

∂y
− y ∂

∂z
, ey = x

∂

∂z
− z ∂

∂x
, ez = y

∂

∂x
− x ∂

∂y
. (?)

Since S2 ⊂ R3, we can view E as a sub-bundle of the trivial bundle Ẽ = S2 × R3.

(a) Describe the largest U ⊂ S2 over which {ex, ey} is a local frame of TS2.
(b) Consider the similar local frame {ex, ez} over the corresponding V ⊂ S2 and compute the

transition functions from {ex, ey} to {ex, ez} .

Exercise 1.33. We consider the tautological complex line bundle L over CPn. From its very defini-
tion, L is a vector sub-bundle of the trivial vector bundle E = CPn × Cn+1. On E we consider the
canonical frame

e0 = (1, 0, . . . , 0), e1 = (0, 1, . . . , 0), en = (0, 0, . . . , 1).

We also consider the orthogonal complement of L in E,

L⊥ := {(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l},

where the orthogonality ⊥ is with respect to the standard hermitian product on Cn+1:

h : Cn+1 × Cn+1 → C, h(z, z′) = z0z′0 + z1z′1 + . . .+ znz′n.

(a) working in coordinates (z1, . . . , zn) corresponding to the standard chart (U0, χ0)

U0 3 [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]
χ07−→ (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn,

show that fj := −zje0 + ej with j ∈ {1, . . . , n} form a local frame of L⊥ over U0.
(b) describe the similar frame f′ of L⊥ in the similar chart (U1, χ1) and compute the transition

functions from f to f′.
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1.5 More algebraically: the module of sections

Vector bundles can be approached also more algebraically, via the C∞(M)-module of sections that they
give rise to. To explain this we start by showing that if two vector bundles E and F over M give rise to
isomorphic C∞(M)-modules, then the vector bundles must be isomorphic. Actually, we show something
more: any morphism of C∞(M)-modules Γ (E)→ Γ (F ) arises from a morphism of vector bundles.

Exercise 1.34. Assume that E and F are two vector bundles over M .

(a) Show that for any morphism of vector bundles u : E → F , the map

u∗ : Γ (E)→ Γ (F ), u∗(s) := u ◦ s

is well defined and is a morphism of C∞(M)-modules.
(b) For x ∈M show that, for any v ∈ Ex,

(b1) there exists a section s ∈ Γ (E) such that s(x) = v.
(b2) if s, s′ are two sections as in (b1), then one can write s′ − s = f1 · s1 + . . .+ fk · sk for

some sooth functions f1, . . . , fk ∈ C∞(M) and some sections s1, . . . , sk ∈ Γ (E) with
the property that f1(x) = . . . = fk(x) = 0.

(c) Show that, given a morphism of C∞(M)-modules

U : Γ (E)→ Γ (F ),

there exists a morphism of vector bundles u : E → F such that U = u∗.
(d) Prove now that E and F are isomorphic vector bundles if and only if Γ (E) and Γ (F ) are

isomorphic C∞(M)-modules.

In a more categorical language, taking sections defines a functor

Γ : Vect(M)→Mod(C∞(M))

from the category of vector bundles over M to the one of C∞(M), and this functor is fully faithful. Of
course, the natural question is to identify which C∞(M)-modules arise from vector bundles. To that end,
we recall (or take as definition) that, given a ring R, an R-module E is a finitely generated projective
R-module if and only if there exists another R-module E ′ such that E ⊕E ′ is isomorphic to a free module
Rk, for some k ∈ Z (you can take this as definition).

Exercise 1.35. Show that, for any vector bundle E over M , Γ (E) is a finitely generated projective
C∞(M)-module.

Finally, you can now try to prove the following, which can be seen as a harder exercise:

Exercise 1.36. For any finitely generated projective C∞(M)-module E there exists a vector bundle
E →M such that E is isomorphic to Γ (E).

All together, one obtains an equivalence between the category of vector bundles over M and that of
initely generated projective C∞(M)-modules (know as the Serre-Swan Theorem). Therefore, for the
more algebraically oriented reader, it will always be tempting to rewrite whatever part of the theory in
purely algebraic terms (instructive exercise indeed!). One should be aware however that care is required.
For instance



1.5 More algebraically: the module of sections 13

Exercise 1.37. Prove that if a morphism u : E → F is injective then so is u∗ : Γ (E)→ Γ (F ), but
the converse is not true.

Exercise 1.38. However, it is true that, given a vector bundle morphism u : E → F

u is surjective ⇐⇒ u∗ : Γ (E)→ Γ (F ) is surjective.

Here you are asked to prove the reverse implication (the direct will come a bit later).
(Hint: look at Exercise 1.34).
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1.6 Constructions/operations

1.6.1 Duals

We start with duals. To continue the discussion above, let us look at the corresponding modules. The
pairing between E∗ and E defined by evaluation, upgraded to sections, is often denoted:

〈·, ·〉 : Γ (E∗)× Γ (E)→ C∞(M);

hence, for s∗ ∈ Γ (E∗) and s ∈ Γ (E), 〈s∗, s〉 is the smooth function on M given by x 7→ s∗x(sx).

Exercise 1.39. Given a vector bundle E over M , prove that Γ (E∗) is isomorphic to the dual of the
C∞(M) module Γ (E):

Γ (E∗) ∼= Γ (E)∗.

Here, if you do not remember/know what dual E∗ of an R-module E is (for an arbitrary commutative
ring R), then define the concept yourself in such a way that the claim in the exercise holds.

Exercise 1.40. Given a vector bundle E over M and a vector sub-bundle F ⊂ E, prove that:

(a) the annihilator of F in E,

AnnE(F ) :=
{
ξ ∈ E∗ : ξ|F = 0

}
,

is a vector sub-bundle of E∗;
(b) the annihilator can be identified with the dual of the quotient of E modulo F :

AnnE(F ) ∼= (E/F )
∗

;

(c) If g is an inner product on E, what is the relationship between the annihilator and the g-
orthogonal of F in E? (Hint: have a look also at Exercise 1.18).

Next, we see how ”taking duals” can be applied also to morphisms (turning it into a functor).

Exercise 1.41. Given a morphism of vector bundles over M , u : E → F , recall that ux : Ex → Fx
denotes the restriction of u to the fibers above x ∈M . Each such restriction can be “dualised” to a
map

uTx : F ∗x → E∗x, ξx 7→ ξx ◦ ux
and, together these define a map denoted uT : F ∗ → E∗ and called the transpose of u. Prove that:

(a) uT is indeed a morphism of vector bundles.
(b) Describe the kernel and the image of uT in terms of the ones of u.

Exercise 1.42. Let u : E → F be a morphism of vector bundles over M , and assume that the two
vector bundles are endowed with inner products gE and gF , respectively. Prove that there exists and
is unique a morphism of vector bundles Assume now that we have a second vector bundle πF : F →M
with fiberwise inner product gF , and that u : E → F is a vector bundle morphism.

(a) Prove that there exists and is unique a morphism of vector bundles

u∗ : F → E
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(called the adjoint of u with respect to the fiberwise inner products gE and gF ) such that

gF (u∗(e), f) = gE(e, u(f)) ∀ e ∈ Γ (E), f ∈ Γ (F ).

(b) Describe the kernel and the image of u∗ in terms of the ones of u.
(c) Through a commutative diagram, describe the relationship between u∗ and the transpose uT

from Exercise 1.41. Don’t forget to prove that the diagram is commutative.

Exercise 1.43. Given a vector sub-bundle F of E, for any inner product g on E, the restriction
of the quotient map E → E/F to the g-orthogonal F⊥ induces an isomorphism of vector bundles
F⊥ → E/F .

1.6.2 Sums

Sums were already appearing (at least implicitly) in some of the previous exercises.

Exercise 1.44. Show that the direct sum of the tangent bundle TSn with the trivial line bundle
Sn × R is isomorphic to the trivial vector bundle of rank n+ 1, Sn × Rn+1:

TSn ⊕ RSn ∼= Rn+1
Sn .

Exercise 1.45. This is to check that “the abstract direct sum” is compatible with the concrete direct
sums. To that end, assume that E1 and E2 are two vector sub-bundles of a vector bundle E and
define the map

h : E1 ⊕ E2 → E, (e1, e2) 7→ e1 + e2.

Show that:

(a) h is a vector bundle morphism.
(b) h is an isomorphism if and only if, for each x ∈M , Ex is the direct sum of E1

x and E2
x, i.e.,

Ex = E1
x + E2

x, E1
x ∩ E2

x = {0}.

The following draws the attention of Example 1.21 in the notes, and its first corollary.

Exercise 1.46. F be a vector sub-bundle of a vector bundle E. Choose an inner product g on E
and consider the orthogonal of F with respect to g, denoted F⊥; hence

F⊥x = {v ∈ Ex : g(v, w) = 0 ∀ w ∈ Fx}.

Prove that F⊥ is a vector sun-bundle of E and F ⊕ F⊥ ∼= E.
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Exercise 1.47. Show that if E admits transition functions τα,βE : Uα → GLr(R), and similarly

τα,βF : Uα → GLs(R) for F , where U = {Uα}α∈Λ is an open cover of M , then E ⊕ F admits as
transition functions

τα,βE⊕F :=

(
τα,βE 0

0 τα,βF

)
: Uα ∩ Uβ → GLr+s(R).

1.6.3 Pull-backs

Exercise 1.48. Given a smooth map f : M → N and a vector bundle E over N , show that any
section s of f∗E can be written as

s = f1 · f∗(s1) + . . .+ fk · f∗(sk) with f i ∈ C∞(M), si ∈ Γ (E)

In other words, as a C∞(M)-module, Γ (f∗E) is generated by the sections that are pull-backs of
sections of E.

(Hints: One idea is to embed your E into a trivial one, check the claims for the trivial one and then

show that, if the claims hold for a vector bundle Ẽ, then it holds for any vector sub-bundle E).

Again, if you are more algebraically minded, you may want to go on and reinterpret the previous result
in terms of tensor products of modules. More precisely, next to the C∞(N)-module Γ (E), we can turn
also C∞(M) into a module, with the module action • given by a • b := a · (b ◦ f), for a ∈ C∞(M) and
b ∈ C∞(N); the two can be combined using the tensor product and, finally, one has a map

C∞(M)⊗C∞(N) Γ (E)→ Γ (f∗E),
∑

f i ⊗ si 7→
∑

f i · f∗(si). (1.6.1)

The exercise shows says that the map is injective, although more it is true: it is actually an isomorphism
of C∞(M)-modules. Hence, for the algebraically minded student: what is f∗E? Is the vector bundle over
M whose space of sections is (isomorphic to) the left hand side of (1.6.1), as C∞(M)-modules.

Exercise 1.49 (for the more algebraically minded students). Prove that the map (1.6.1) is
indeed an isomorphism. Then, keeping in mind that any smooth map f : M → N induces a ring
homomorphism

f∗ : C∞(N)→ C∞(M), f∗(b) = b ◦ f (1.6.2)

go on and generalise this construction even further: any ring homomorphism φ : S → R gives rise to
an operation (called induction along φ)

Indφ :ModS →ModR, Indφ(E) = R⊗S E ,

this preserves the property of modules being finitely generated projective and, when applied to (1.6.2),

Indf∗ :ModC∞(N) →ModC∞(N)

sends Γ (E) to Γ (f∗E). Fill in the details.
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1.6.4 Quotients; normal bundles

Exercise 1.50. Given a vector sub-bundle F of E, for any inner product g on E, the restriction of
the quotient map E → E/F to the g-orthogonal F⊥ induces an isomorphism of vector bundles

F⊥
∼−→ E/F.

Exercise 1.51. Given an embedded submanifold N of a manifold M , the normal bundle of N in M ,

N (N,M)→ N,

is the vector bundle over N defined as the quotient of TM |N modulo TN . Therefore, N (N,M) is
the vector bundle over N whose fiber above x ∈ N is

Nx(N,M) = TxM/TxN =
{
vx mod TxN : vx ∈ TxM

}
where two classes vx mod TxN and wx mod TxN are equal if and only if vx − wx ∈ TxN . If g is a
Riemannian metric on M we also define the g-normal bundle of N in M :

N g(N,M) :=
{
vx ∈ TxM : x ∈ N, g(vx, wx) = 0 ∀ wx ∈ TxN

}
.

(a) Make sure that N g(N,M) and N (N,M) are (smooth) vector bundles over N .
(b) Prove that N g(N,M) ∼= N (N,M) for any Riemannian metric g on M .

Given an embedded submanifold N of a manifold M , the normal bundle N (N,M) mentioned in the
previous exercise comes with the intuition/slogan that “it is the linear-like approximation of M around
N”. The simplest case is when when N = {x} is a point, when N (x,M) = TxM and the slogan reads:
“TxM is the linear approximation of M around x”. For general N , while N is kept fixed, what can be
“linearised” are the directions “normal to N”. The outcome is a vector bundle over N , inside N sits
as an embedded submanifold (via the zero section). Later on we will discuss the tubular neighborhood
theorem which says that, indeed, one can always find a neighborhood of N in M that is diffeomorphic to
N (N,M).

On the other hand, if M is already a vector bundle over N then according to the slogan, N (N,M)
should be the vector bundle itself. The following exercise makes this precise:

Exercise 1.52. Assume that π : E → N is a vector bundle and we view N as a submanifold of
M = E via the zero-section N → E . Prove that N (N,E) is isomorphic to E.

When submanifolds arise by applying globally the regular value theorem, normal bundles are triv-
ial(izable):

Exercise 1.53. If N = f−1(y0) where f : M →M ′ is a smooth map for which y0 is a regular value,
prove that N (N,M) is trivializable.

(Hint: try to describe a canonical isomorphism with N × Ty0M . )
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1.6.5 Hom’s

Exercise 1.54. So: what is the relationship between the vector bundle Hom(E,F ) and vector bundle
homomorphisms from E to F?

Exercise 1.55. Prove that for any line bundle L→M , the vector bundle Hom(L,L) is trivializable.

For the next exercise, we will use the following notations. First of all, working in the context of (finite
dimensional) vector spaces V and W and fixing

k ∈ N,

the Hom-space can be generalised by moving from linear maps from V to W to k-multilinear maps

u : V × . . .× V︸ ︷︷ ︸
k−times

→W. (1.6.3)

Often it is natural to impose extra-conditions on u. When we impose symmetry, we denote by

Symk(V,W )

the resulting space of k-multilinear symmetric maps from V to W . When W = R (assuming that we work
with real vector spaces) we use the simpler notation Symk(V ).

Exercise 1.56. Given two vector bundles E and F over M , show that

(a) Applying Symk fiberwise one obtains a vector bundle Symk(E,F ) (over M).
(b) Any inner product on E can be interpreted as a section of Sym2(E).
(c) In general, there is a 1-1 correspondence between sections of Symk(E,F ) and C∞(M)-

multilinear, symmetric maps

u∗ : Γ (E)× . . .× Γ (E)︸ ︷︷ ︸
k−times

−→ Γ (F ).

Another generalization of the Hom-spaces is obtained by imposing skew-symmetry in (1.6.3); we then
talk about alternating maps from V to W and we denote the resulting collection by Altk(V,W ).

Another generalization of the Hom-spaces is obtained by imposing skew-symmetry in (1.6.3); we then
talk about alternating maps from V to W and we denote by Altk(V,W ) the resulting space; hence

Altk(V,W ) =
{
u : V × . . .× V︸ ︷︷ ︸

k−times

→W : u is multilinear and skew-symmetric
}
.

Again, when W = R, we simplify the notation to Altk(V ). While

Alt0(V,W ) = Sym0(V,W ) = W, Alt1(V,W ) = Sym1(V,W ) = Hom(V,W ),

for k ≥ 2 the spaces Altk(V,W ) and Symk(V,W ) are very different from each other.

Exercise 1.57. Applying Altk fiberwise show that for any two vector bundles T and F over M one
obtains a vector bundle Altk(T, F ) over M . Then prove that there is a 1-1 correspondence between
sections of Altk(T, F ) and C∞(M)-multilinear, anti-symmetric maps
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u∗ : Γ (T )× . . .× Γ (T )︸ ︷︷ ︸
k−times

−→ Γ (F ).

Exercise 1.58 (a bachelor-recap exercise). Recall that

(a) Check/make sure that vector fields on M are the same thing as sections of the tangent bundle,
1-forms are the same thing as sections of the cotangent bundle T ∗M and, more generally,
differential forms of degree k are the same thing as sections of ΛkT ∗M :

X(M) = Γ (TM), Ω1(M) = Γ (T ∗M) Ωk(M) = Γ (ΛkT ∗M).

(b) Given a 1-form α ∈ Ω1(M) prove that

ω : X(M)× X(M) −→ C∞(M), ω(X,Y ) = LX(ω(Y ))− LY (ω(X))− ω([X,Y ])

is C∞(M)-bilinear and skew-symmetric, hence it defines a 2-form ω ∈ Ω2(M).
(c) Similarly, given a 2-form ω ∈ Ω2(M) prove that

η : X(M)× X(M)× X(M) −→ C∞(M),

η(X,Y, Z) = −ω([X,Y ], Z) + ω([X,Z], Y )− ω([Y,Z], X)

+LX(ω(Y,Z))− LY (ω(X,Z)) + LZ(ω(X,Y ))

defines a 3-form η ∈ Ω3(M).
(d) When carrying out (c) for a 2-form ω obtained from (b), check that η = 0.
(e) What do all these have to do with DeRham differential?

With the previous discussion in mind, the space of differential forms on M with values in a vector
bundle F (over E) is

Ωk(M,F ) := Γ (Altk(TM,F )).

Exercise 1.59. Prove that for any vector bundle morphism A : TM → TM ,

NA : X(M)× X(M) −→ X(M), NA(X,Y ) = A
(

[AX,Y ] + [X,AY ]
)
−A2

(
[X,Y ]

)
− [AX,AY ]

comes from a section of Alt2(TM, TM), i.e. can be seen as a 2-form on M with values in TM :

NA ∈ Ω2(M,TM).

Exercise 1.60. Prove that for any vector sub-bundle F of TM , considering ν := TM/F , the map

CurvF : Γ (F)× Γ (F)→ Γ (ν), (V,W ) 7→ [V,W ] mod F ,

comes from a section of Alt2(F , ν).

1.6.6 Tensor products

Now there are a couple of exercises for those that are familiar with tensor products.
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Exercise 1.61 (in case you are familiar with tensor products of modules). Prove that for
any vector bundles E and F over M , one has an isomorphism of C∞(M)-modules:

Γ (E1 ⊗ E2) ∼= Γ (E1)⊗C∞(M) Γ (E2).

(Hint: define the map going from right to left. Then make use of the fact that any vector bundle can
be embedded in a trivial one. )

Exercise 1.62. Prove that for any vector bundles E and F over M , there are isomorphisms

Hom(E,F ) ∼= E∗ ⊗ F, Symk(E,F ) ∼= Symk(E)⊗ F, Altk(E,F ) ∼= Altk(E)⊗ F

and the last vector bundles are also isomorphic to ΛkE∗ ⊗ F .

Exercise 1.63. Given a manifold M , we define Pic(M) the collection of all isomorphism classes of
complex line bundles over M . We endow Pic(M) with the operation induced by the tensor product
of complex line bundles:

[L1] · [L2] := [L1 ⊗ L2].

Prove that Pic(M) becomes a group.

1.6.7 Short exact sequences

A short exact sequence of vector bundle, written as

0 // F
i // E

π // E′ // 0, (1.6.4)

consists of three vector bundles F,E and E′ and vector bundle morphisms i and π between them such
that exactness (cf. Exercise 1.16) holds at all three positions, i.e.:

ker i = {0}, Im(i) = Ker(π), Im(π) = E.

The first condition means that i-injective, hence we may interpret F as a vector sub-bundle of E. The last
condition means that π-surjective and implies that E′ may be interpreted as the quotient of E modulo
F . The following exercise show that one can focus either on i, or on π, or on the extremities.

Exercise 1.64. Prove that:

(a) Any surjective vector bundle morphism π : E → E′ gives rise to a short exact sequence

0 // Ker(π)
incl // E

π // E′ // 0 ,

where “incl” is the inclusion map.
(b) Any vector bundle inclusion i : F → E gives rise to a short exact sequence
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0 // F
i // E

quot // E/F // 0,

where “quot” is the quotient map.
(c) Any two vector bundles F and E′ over a manifold M gives rise to a short exact sequence

0 // F
i1 // F ⊕ E′

pr2 // E′ // 0,

where i1 and pr2 are the obvious inclusion and projection, respectively.
(d) In general, any short exact sequence (1.6.4) is isomorphic to all the previous sequence from

(a), (b) and (c) (in a sense that you have to make precise).

Warning: the isomorphism with the sequence from (c) is not so immediate as the other, and the reason is
very simple: there is no canonical isomorphism E ∼= F ⊕E′ making the following diagram commutative:

0 // F
i // E

π //

∼
��

E′ // 0

0 // F
i1 // F ⊕ E′

pr2 // E′ // 0

More insight into what is going on (and a proof for the very last part of the exercise) is provided by the
concept of splittings, which we discuss next.

• by a right splitting of (1.6.4) we mean a morphism h : E′ → E with π ◦ h = IdE
• by a left splitting of (1.6.4) we mean a morphism θ : E → F with θ ◦ i = IdF ;

Pictorially:

0 // F
i // E

π //

θ

__ E′ //

h

aa 0

Exercise 1.65. Given a short exact sequence (1.6.4), prove that:

(a) For any right splitting h : E′ → E there exists an unique left splitting θ : E → F satisfying

h ◦ π + i ◦ θ = IdE .

(b) This gives rise to a bijection between right splittings h and left splittings θ of (1.6.4).
(c) Any such pair (h, θ) of such splittings induces a isomorphism (θ, π) and i⊕ h, inverse to each

other, as indicated in the following commutative diagram:

0 // F
i // E

π //

(θ,π)

��

E′ // 0

0 // F
i1 // F ⊕ E′

pr2 //

i⊕h

OO

E′ // 0

(d) Prove that left/right splittings always exist.
(Hint: see below)

And here is yet another type of interpretations of splittings, which provides more insight into the bijection
from the previous exercise (and the last item).

Exercise 1.66. Given a short exact sequence (1.6.4), prove that:
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(a) the choice of a right splitting h : E′ → E is equivalent to the choice of a vector sub-bundle
C ⊂ E such that π|C : C → E is an isomorphism. Explicitly:

C = Im(h), h = (π|C)
−1
.

(b) the choice of a left splitting θ : E → F is equivalent to the choice of a vector sub-bundle
C ⊂ E that is complementary to F , i.e. such that E = F ⊕ C. Explicitly,

C = Im(θ), θ = prF ,

where the last map is the projection associated with the decomposition E = F ⊕ C.
(c) for vector sub-bundles C ⊂ E the conditions from the previous two items are equivalent:

π|C : C → E is an isomorphism ⇐⇒ E = F ⊕ C.

(d) prove (again?) that left/right splittings always exist.

Putting the last three exercises together one obtains bijectionsleft splittings
θ : E → F

 ←̃→
right splittings

h : E′ → E

 ←̃→


sub-bundles C ⊂ E
complementary to F ,
i.e., s.t. E = F ⊕ C

 ≡


sub-bundles C ⊂ E
s.t. π|C : C → E′

is an isomorphism


Exercise 1.67. Let π : E →M be a vector bundle. Prove that:

(a) There is a short exact sequence of vector bundles over E:

0 // π∗E
i // TE

dπ // π∗TM // 0,

where, for e ∈ E,
ie : Eπ(e) → TeE

sends v ∈ Eπ(e) to the initial speed of t 7→ e+ tv (a curve in E starting at e!).
(b) Recall that M can be seen as an embedded submanifold of E via the zero section o : M → E;

accordingly, the restriction of vector bundles from E to M is the pull-back operation

o∗ : Vect(E)→ Vect(M).

Deduce that one obtains a short exact sequence of vector bundles over M :

0 // E
i // o∗TE

dπ // TM // 0,

and prove that the differential of the zero section o induces a right splitting of this sequence.
(c) Do again Exercise 1.52.

1.6.8 More operations involving complex vector bundles

Exercise 1.68. Show that a complex vector bundle F is isomorphic to the complexification of a
real vector bundle if and only if there exists a complex vector bundle morphism

τ : F → F
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with the property that τ2 = Id.

Exercise 1.69. Prove that the vector bundle over CPn from Exercise 1.11,

L′ :=
{

(l, z) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : z ∈ l
}
,

is isomorphic to L, the conjugate of the tautological line bundle.

Exercise 1.70. This is an exercise about complex vector bundles.

(a) Show that if u : F1 → F2 is a morphism of complex vector bundles then so is u : F 1 → F 2

(the same u, but seen as a map between the F s with the complex structure reversed).
(b) Show that for any complex vector bundle F , its complex dual is isomorphic to its conjugate,

as complex vector bundles:
F ∗ → F .

(c) Can one conclude now that any morphism u : F1 → F2 induces a morphism u′ : F ∗1 → F ∗2 ?
Try to describe u′ directly ... what is going on?

Exercise 1.71. Show that for any complex line bundle L over a manifold M , L ⊗ L is isomorphic
to the trivial line bundle M × C.

1.6.9 The tangent bundle of the projective space

In the exercise below we try to understand/unravel the tangent bundle TRPn; to that end we will be
working with several vector bundles over RPn:

- T and E: the trivial vector bundle of rank 1 and n+ 1, respectively:

T := RPn × R, E := RPn × Rn+1.

- L: the tautological line bundle over RPn- whose fiber above l ∈ RPn is a copy of the line l ⊂ Rn+1.
- L⊥: defined similarly, but so that its fiber above l ∈ RPn is the Euclidean orthogonal l⊥ of l in
Rn+1.

Exercise 1.72. Prove that there exists an isomorphism of vector bundles

TRPn ∼= Hom(L,L⊥),

then deduce that
TRPn ⊕ T ∼= L∗ ⊕ . . .⊕ L∗︸ ︷︷ ︸

n+1 times

.

Hints:

• for the first part: investigate the tangent spaces TlRPn, at an arbitrary l ∈ RPn. Keep in mind
that, according to the general slogan on tangent spaces, TlRPn plays the role of “the linear
approximation of RPn around l”. Now think a bit of how RPn looks around l. Isn’t a nearby line
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a graph of a linear map from l to l⊥? Doesn’t the tangent space start looking like Hom(l, l⊥)?
Turn this idea into an explicit formula. What does that mean in terms of vector bundles?

• for the second part: keep in mind that L∗ can itself be described as a Hom-bundle; and Exercise
1.55 may be useful here as well.

A completely similar discussion can be carried out for the complex projective space CP. This time TCPn
will be treated as a complex vector bundle, and then L will be the tautological (complex) line bundle
over CPn, while the orthogonal L⊥ (appearing already in Exercise 1.33) is defined using the standard
hermitian product on Cn+1. Of course, T will now denote the trivial complex line bundle, while L∗ is the
complex dual of L.

Exercise 1.73. Prove that there exists an isomorphism of complex vector bundles

TCPn ∼= Hom(L,L⊥),

then deduce that
TCPn ⊕ T ∼= L⊕ . . .⊕ L︸ ︷︷ ︸

n+1

, (1.6.5)
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Some geometric structures

2.1 Parallelizations

Exercise 2.1. Show that S2 × S1 is parallelizable.

Recall from the lecture that S1 and S3 are parallelizable; that could be proven using complex numbers
and quaternions, respectively. Furthermore, we mentioned that that the parallelizability of S1 and S3

can be seen as particular cases of a more general result: any Lie group is parallelizable.

Exercise 2.2. Prove that the 7-sphere S7 is parallelizable. Can you make S7 (with its standard
smooth structure) into a Lie group?

The second part of the exercise is intended as food for thought, inviting you to think whether it is
possible or not by imitating S1 and S3, if not than what goes wrong, then what is the actual answer to
the question, etc etc. In other words you are not expected to both provide the correct answer as well as
to prove it. The first part however is a precise task and requires a proper proof.

2.2 Complex structures

Exercise 2.3 (the complex structure on S2). We now focus on M = S2 and, for p = (x, y, z) ∈
S2, define Jp by:

a
∂

∂x
+ b

∂

∂y
+ c

∂

∂z︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈TpS2

Jp7−→ (cy − bz) ∂
∂x

+ (az − cx)
∂

∂y
+ (bx− ay)

∂

∂z︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈TpR3

.

(a) Prove that J is an almost complex structure on S2.
(b) To prove that NJ = 0 and, therefore, deduce that J is integrable:

(b1) Remember that TS2 is spanned by the following vector fields

ex = z
∂

∂y
− y ∂

∂z
, ey = x

∂

∂z
− z ∂

∂x
, ez = y

∂

∂x
− x ∂

∂y

25
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and compute Jex and the similar ones in terms of ex, ey, ez.
(b2) Remember that [ex, ey] = ez, [ey, ez] = ex, [ez, ex] = ey and prove

[Jex, ey] = 0, [Jex, Jey] = −ez, [ex, Jey] = −[Jex, ey] = Jez

(b3) Compute NJ(ex) and deduce that NJ = 0.

(c) Show that V := yez− (z−1)ey commutes with JV and, using this, provide another proof that
J is integrable without using the Newlander-Nirenberg theorem.

(d) Show that the stereographic projection with respect to the north pole

χ : S2 \ {pN} → R2, χ(x, y, z) =

(
x

1− z
,

y

1− z

)
,

(
with inverse

(
2u

u2 + v2 + 1
,

2v

u2 + v2 + 1
,
u2 + v2 − 1

u2 + v2 + 1

)
←− [ (u, v)

)
is a complex chart for (S2, J). And in this way we obtain yet another proof that J is integrable
without using the Newlander-Nirenberg theorem.

In item (b2) you will hopefully get

J(ex) = − ∂

∂x
+ x

(
x
∂

∂x
+ y

∂

∂y
+ z

∂

∂z

)
= zey − yez.

Exercise 2.4. Assume that J : TM → TM is an almost complex structure on a 2-dimensional
manifold M . Without using the Newlander-Nirenberg theorem, but assuming that around each point
in M one find a nowhere vanishing vector field X such that [X, JX] = 0, prove that J is integrable.

Exercise 2.5. Recall that an almost complex structure J : TM → TM on a manifold M makes
each tangent space TxM into a complex vector space. Recall also that the Nijenhuis tensor of J is
defined by

N : X(M)× X(M) −→ X(M), N (X,Y ) = [X,Y ] + J([JX, Y ] + [X, JY ])− [JX, JY ].

Assume now that J is an arbitrary almost complex structure on M . Prove that

(a) J gives rise to a 2-form with coefficients in TM , N ∈ Ω2(M,TM).
(b) at each p ∈M the resulting Np : TpM × TpM → TpM is C-bilinear.
(c) if V ∈ X(M) is nowhere vanishing then V and JV are linearly independent.
(d) J is automatically integrable when dimM = 2.

Exercise 2.6. Short version: if Sn admits an almost complex structure then Sn+1 is parallelizable.
And here is the longer version. Assume that Sn ⊂ Rn+1 admits an almost complex structure J .

Interpret it as a family of linear endomorphisms

Jy : Py −→ Py for y ∈ Sn

of the hyperplane Py = {v ∈ Rn+1 : 〈v, y〉 = 0} ⊂ Rn+1 orthogonal to y.



2.3 Foliations 27

Pass now to Rn+2; denote by e0, . . . , en+1 its standard basis and interpret Rn+1 (and all its sub-
spaces, e.g. the Pys) as the subspace of Rn+2 via the standard inclusion

(y0, . . . , yn) 7→ (y0, . . . , yn, 0).

For x = (x0, . . . , xn+1) ∈ Sn+1 ⊂ Rn+2 different from ±en+1, we denote by p(x) its orthogonal
projection on Rn+1,

p(x) = (x0, . . . , xn) ∈ Rn+1

and the induced element on the sphere

s(x) =
1

||p(x)||
p(x) ∈ Sn.

Consider the orthogonal projection onto Ps(x),

pr⊥s(x) : Rn+1 −→ Ps(x), pr⊥s(x)(λ) = λ− 〈λ, s(x)〉s(x)

and define:
Fi(x) := xn+1ei − xien+1 + ||p(x)||Js(x)(pr⊥s(x)(ei))

for all x ∈ Sn+1, where the very last term is set to be zero when it does not make sense (i.e. for
x = ±en+1). Show that {F 0, . . . , Fn} is a frame of Sn+1. Deduce that Sn+1 is parallelizable.

2.3 Foliations

Exercise 2.7 (foliations by fibers of submersions (simple foliations)). Given a submersion
π : M → N prove that the distribution

Fπ := Kerdπ = {X ∈ TM : dπ(X) = 0} ⊂ TM

has the following properties:

(a) it is an integrable distribution on M ;
(b) it is an involutive distribution on M .

Avoid using the Frobenius theorem.

Exercise 2.8 (recap on projectability). Given a smooth map π : M → N , a vector field X ∈
X(M) is said to be π-projectable to a vector field V ∈ X(N) if

(dπ)x(Xx) = Vπ(x) ∀ x ∈M.

Show that:

(a) X is π-projectable to V if and only if LX(π∗(f)) = π∗(LV (f)) for all f ∈ C∞(N), where π∗

is the pull-back operation on functions, and LX is the Lie derivative operation on functions:
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π∗(f) := f ◦ π, LX(f) = X(f) = df(X).

(b) If Xi are π-projectable to V i, i ∈ {1, 2}, then [X1, X2] is π-projectable to [V 1, V 2].
(c) provide now another proof of the second item of the pervious exercise.

Exercise 2.9. Given a manifold M :

(a) Given a submanifold L ⊂ M , show that if V 1, V 2 ∈ X(M) are two vector fields on M which,
along L, are tangent to L, then so is their Lie bracket [V 1, V 2].

(b) Deduce that if a distribution F ⊂M is integrable then it must be involutive.

Exercise 2.10. Given a foliated manifold (M,F) prove that the restriction of F to any leaf L ⊂M
is precisely the tangent bundle of the leaf:

F|L = TL.

Exercise 2.11. Let λ ∈ R. Described the leaves of the foliation on the torus S1 × S1 induced by{
∂
∂θ1

+ λ ∂
∂θ2

}
.

Exercise 2.12. Let F ⊂ TM be a p-dimensional distribution on a manifold M . By the Frobenius
theorem, that the integrability of F is equivalent to the condition

[V,W ] ≡ 0 mod Γ (F), ∀ V,W ∈ Γ (F).

Show that this condition is equivalent to the vanishing of a section (that you have to describe) of a
vector bundle (that you have to describe as well).

Hint: X mod Γ (F) with X ∈ X(M) encode sections of the normal bundle ν := TM/F . After at least
another 10-15 min of trying (and only then!): you may also want to look at some older exercises.

Exercise 2.13 (Exam 2024). Let (M, g) be a Riemannian manifold and assume that F ⊂ TM is
a distribution on M . We denote by F⊥ ⊂ TM the orthogonal of F with respect to g and by

prN : TM → F⊥

the orthogonal projection with respect to g. Finally, define

cF : Γ (F)× Γ (F)→ Γ (F⊥), cF (V,W ) = prN ([V,W ]) .

(a) Show that cF defines a section of Alt2(F ,F⊥);
(b) Show that F defines a foliation on M if and only if cF = 0.
(d) Prove that F⊥ is isomorphic to the normal bundle TM/F and, modulo this isomorphism, cF

is nothing but the curvature of F from Exercise 1.60.
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Exercise 2.14 (retake 2026). Let M be a manifold and J : TM → TM be a vector bundle
morphism. Show that:

(a) the operation that associates to two vector fields X,Y ∈ X(M) the new vector field

NJ(X,Y ) = J
(

[JX,Y ] + [X, JY ]
)
− J2

(
[X,Y ]

)
− [JX, JY ]

defines a 2-form on M with coefficients in TM , NJ ∈ Ω2(M,TM);
(b) if NJ = 0 and the image FJ := J(TM) ⊂ TM is of constant rank, then FJ defines a foliation.
(c) if, furthermore, J3 = −J then, for each leaf L ⊂ M of the foliation FJ, the restriction J|TL :

TL→ TL defines a complex structure on L.

Exercise 2.15. Assume that F is a vector sub-bundle of TM and we look at ”k-differential forms
along F” (for any k) by which we mean sections of the vector bundle Γ (ΛkF∗). These are related to
the usual k-forms on M by the obvious restriction map

Ωk(M) −→ Γ (ΛkF∗), η 7→ η|F

which, pointwise, restricts a k-multilinear skew-symmetric form on TxM to one on Fx. We would
like talk about ”DeRham differential along F”,

dF : Γ (ΛkF∗)→ Γ (Λk+1F∗)

(defined for all k) such that it is compatible with the usual DeRham differential d in the sense that

dF (η|F ) = d(η)|F ∀ η ∈ Ωk(M).

Note that, since the restriction map is surjective, dF will be unique if it exists. Show that dF exists
if and only if F is involutive. (Hint: look first in low degrees. And do not forget about the Koszul
formula).

2.4 Symplectic structures

Exercise 2.16. Below M is a smooth manifold, and let us recap:

(a) Given an almost complex structure J : TM → TM ,{
NJ : X(M)× X(M) −→ X(M),
NJ(X,Y ) = [X,Y ] + J([JX, Y ] + [X, JY ])− [JX, JY ]

is a skew-symmetric, C∞(M)-multilinear in each argument whose vanishing is equivalent the
integrability of J (Newlander-Nirenberg theorem).

(b) Given a distribution F ⊂ TM and considering ν := TM/F ,
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{
CurvF : Γ (F)× Γ (F)→ Γ (ν),
CurvF (X,Y ) = [X,Y ] mod F

is a skew-symmetric C∞(M)-multilinear map whose vanishing is equivalent to the integrability
of F (Frobenius theorem).

(c) Given an almost symplectic form ω ∈ Ω2(M), describe a map

X(M)× X(M)× X(M)→ C∞(M)

that is skew-symmetric C∞(M)-multilinear, whose vanishing is equivalent to the fact that ω
is integrable. Can you give an explicit formula for this map, involving Lie brackets and Lie
derivatives, similar to the ones from the previous items?

Exercise 2.17. The Liouville form associated to a symplectic manifold (M,ω) is the top differ-
ential form

µω :=
1

k!
ωk =

1

k!
ω ∧ . . . ω︸ ︷︷ ︸
k times

,

where k is half the dimension of M . Show that:

(a) µω is a volume form.
(b) Deduce that any symplectic manifold carries an induced orientation. In particular, non-

orientable manifolds cannot carry symplectic structures.
(c) If M is compact then a = [ω] ∈ H2(M) is non-zero. In particular, compact manifolds with

H2(M) = 0 (like the spheres of dimension > 2) cannot carry symplectic structures.
(d) When M is compact, can a2 be zero? What is the best you can say?

Exercise 2.18. Define the so called Liouville 1-form on T ∗M , λ ∈ Ω1(T ∗M), defined as follows.
For a general tangent vector to T ∗M at some point ξ ∈ T ∗xM (for some x ∈M),

Vξ ∈ Tξ(T ∗M).

we map it to TM via the differential of the projection map π : T ∗M →M ,

dπ (Vξ) ∈ TxM (x = π(ξ))

and we evaluate ξ ∈ T ∗xM on it:
λ (Vξ) := ξ (dπ (Vξ)) .

Check that, in the local coordinates mentioned above, λ =
∑
j YjdXj and, therefore, ωcan could be

defined directly as dλ.

Exercise 2.19. Prove that any manifold that admits a complex structure also admits an almost
complex structure.

Probably the best approach to the previous exercise goes via hermitian structures. Let us start with a
straightforward exercise in that direction:



2.4 Symplectic structures 31

Exercise 2.20. Assume that we have a complex vector bundle or, equivalently, a real vector bundle
E endowed with a complex structure J : E → E. Show that there is a 1-1 correspondence between
hermitian structures h on (E, J) and inner products g with the property that

g(Ju, v) = −g(u, Jv) ∀ u, v ∈ E.

Explicitly, g is the real part of h, while h can be reconstructed as h(u, v) = g(u, v)− ig(Ju, v).

The next exercise provides more insight into (as well as an actual solution to) Exercise 2.19.

Exercise 2.21.

(a) First, let’s see that the existence of a complex structure J on vector bundle E implies the
existence of a symplectic structure on E. To that end we assume that we a complex structure
J : E → E is given, we choose a (any) metric g on E and your are asked to prove that

ω(u, v) := g(u, Jv)− g(Ju, v)

defines a symplectic structure on E.
(b) Show that actually ω is part of a hermitian structure on E; more precisely, show that

h := g′ + iω,

where g′ is defined by g′(u, v) = g(u, v) + g(Ju, Jv), together with the original J , define a
hermitian structure on E.

(c) If you had more trouble with the first item than with the second one, can you explain why?
After all, the second does imply the first one, no?

Exercise 2.22. Consider TS2 with its standard complex structure, see Exercise 2.3. Prove now
that TS2 admits one and only one hermitian structure whose real part is the inner product induced
from the standard inner product on R3 via TS2 ⊂ S2 × R3.

(Hint: see Exercise 2.20).
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Connections

3.1 Some generalities and simple examples:

Exercise 3.1. Show that for any two connections ∇1 and ∇2 on a vector bundle E there exists a
1-form

θ ∈ Ω1(M,End(E)) (recall End(E) = Hom(E,E))

such that
∇2
X(s) = ∇1

X(s) + θ(X)(s) ∀ X ∈ X(M), s ∈ Γ (E).

Then explain the statement: the space of connections on E form an affine space with underlying

vector space Ω1(M,End(E)) (hint: θ is basically the vector
−−−→
∇1∇1).

Exercise 3.2. Prove that any convex linear combination of two connections is again a connection,
i.e., given ∇1 and ∇2 connections on E and ρ1, ρ2 smooth functions on M (the base manifold) such
that ρ1 + ρ2 = 1, then

∇ = ρ1∇1 + ρ2∇2

is also a connection. What if you have larger families? Use now a partition of unity argument to show
that any vector bundle admits a connection.

Exercise 3.3. Let ∇ be a connection on a vector bundle E over M . Show that one has:

(a) an induced connection ∇∗ on E∗, defined by the Leibniz-type equation

LX(ξ(s)) = ∇∗X(ξ)(s) + ξ(∇X(s))

for all s ∈ Γ (E), ξ ∈ Γ (E∗) and X ∈ X(M).
(b) an induced connection ∇Hom on Hom(E,E), defined by the Leibniz-type equation

∇X(T (s)) = ∇Hom
X (T )(s) + T (∇X(s))

for all s ∈ Γ (E), T ∈ Γ (Hom(E,E)) and X ∈ X(M).

Assuming now that we have a second bundle E′ endowed with a connection ∇′, show that one has:

(c) an induced connection ∇⊕∇′ on E ⊕ E′ given by

(∇⊕∇′)X(s, s′) = (∇X(s),∇
′

X(s′)).

33
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(d) an induced connection ∇⊗∇′ on E ⊗ E′ given by

(∇⊗∇′)X(s⊗ s′) = ∇X(s)⊗ s′ + s⊗∇
′

X(s′).

Exercise 3.4. Given a connection ∇ on a vector bundle E over M , show that

∇new
X (u)(s1, s2) := u (∇X(s1), s2) + u (s1,∇X(s2))− LX (u(s1, s2))

defines connections
∇Sym

2

, ∇Alt2

on the vector bundles Sym2(E) and Alt2(E) (from Exercise 1.56 and 1.57). Then generalise this to
arbitrary degrees, and also in the presence of coefficients.

Exercise 3.5. This is a continuation of Exercise 3.3, hence we assume the same notations. For two
finite dimensional vector spaces V and V ′ and K ∈ End(V ) and K ′ ∈ End(V ′), we consider

K∗ ∈ End(V ∗) given by K∗(ξ)(v) = ξ(K(v)),

AdK = [K,−] ∈ End(V ) given by AdK(T ) = [K,T ] = K ◦ T − T ◦K,

K ⊕K ′ ∈ End(V ⊕ V ′) given by (K ⊕K ′)(v, v′) = (K(v),K ′(v′)),

K ⊗K ′ ∈ End(V ⊗ V ′) given by (K ⊗K ′)(v ⊗ v′) = K(v)⊗K ′(v′).

We keep the same notations for endomorphisms of vector bundles. Show that the curvatures of ∇∗,
∇Hom, ∇⊕∇′ and ∇⊗∇′ from Exercise 3.3 are given by

k∇∗(X,Y ) = −k∇(X,Y )∗,

k∇Hom(X,Y ) = [k∇(X,Y ),−],

k∇⊕∇′(X,Y ) = k∇(X,Y )⊕ k∇′(X,Y ),

k∇⊗∇′(X,Y ) = IdE ⊗ k∇′(X,Y ) + k∇(X,Y )⊗ IdE′ .

Exercise 3.6. On M = S2 ⊂ R3 we consider the trivial vector bundle of rank 2, E = S2 ×R2, and
we denote by {e1, e2} its canonical frame. Consider the connection ∇ on E whose connection matrix
w.r.t. {e1, e2} is

ω =

(
xdy ydz
zdx x2dx+ y2dy + z2dz

)
,

where x, y, z are the coordinates in R3, and when writing xdy etc we mean their restriction to S2.
Please do the following:

(a) Compute ∇y ∂
∂z−z

∂
∂y

(x2e1 +xyze2) (more precisely, compute the coefficients of this expression

w.r.t. the basis {e1, e2}).
(b) Compute the connection matrix of ∇ with respect to {e1, e2}. Shouldn’t this matrix be zero,

since the vector bundle is trivial? What is going on?
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Exercise 3.7. We consider the trivial vector bundle of rank two over S2,

E = S2 × R2,

and, as usual, we interpret the sections of E as pairs (f, g) of functions f, g : S2 → R. For ε ∈ R we
set θε := xdy + εydx ∈ Ω1(S2) and we consider the connection ∇ε on E given by

∇εX(f, g) = (LX(f) + gθε(X), fθε(X) + LX(g)) .

(a) what is the connection matrix of ∇ε w.r.t. the canonical basis of E?
(b) what is the curvature matrix of ∇ε w.r.t. the canonical basis?

Exercise 3.8. Let E = M × R be the trivial line bundle over a manifold M , let θ ∈ Ω1(M) be a
1-form. Keeping in mind that Γ (E) ∼= C∞(M), prove that

∇θ : X(M)× C∞(M)→ C∞(M), ∇θX(f) = LX(f) + fθ(X).

is a connection on E and compute the curvature of ∇θ in terms of θ.
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3.2 Connections induced on sub-bundles of trivial bundles

We have seen that many vector bundles sit naturally inside a trivial bundle (and, furthermore, although
“less natural” in full generality, every vector bundle can be embedded in a trivial one). The good news is
that any such vector bundle comes endowed with a natural connection:

Exercise 3.9. Show that, whenever E sits inside the trivial vector bundle Ẽ = M×Rk, the following
is a connection on E:

∇ : X(M)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prcan
E

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 (3.2.1)

where ∇flat is the standard flat connection of the trivial bundle, and prcan
E is induced by the canonical

orthogonal projection from Rk to the subspaces Ex.

Let us spell this out in a bit more detail, also noticing that the setting is a bit more general: whenever
E sits inside a vector bundle Ẽ →M that comes equipped with

• a connection ∇̃ on Ẽ,
• an inner product g on Ẽ

it follows that E will itself inherit connection. To that end we start by restricting ∇̃ to E:

X(M)× Γ (E)→ Γ (Ẽ), (X, s) 7→ ∇̃X(s).

Then, since for each x ∈ M we have Ex ⊂ Ẽx we can get back to E by using the orthogonal projection
w.r.t. g, prgEx : Ẽx → Ex, which induces a map on sections

prgE : Γ (Ẽ)→ Γ (E).

Combining the two one now defines

∇ : X(M)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prgE

∇̃X(s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 (3.2.2)

Exercise 3.10. Prove that, indeed, ∇ is a connection on E.

Remark 3.11 (linear algebra: orthogonal projections). For more explicit formulas, you should first think a
bit about orthogonal projections

prgV : Ṽ −→ V

onto vector subspaces V ⊂ Ṽ w.r.t. the a given inner product g on Ṽ . By definition, for ṽ ∈ Ṽ , v := prgV (ṽ)
is the unique vector of V with the property that ṽ − v is orthogonal to V .

Assume now that you are lucky and you do have an orthogonal basis {σ1, . . . , σr} of V . While v =
prgV (ṽ ∈ V will be determined by its coefficients w.r.t. this basis, one can now go on and actually compute
those coefficients from the condition that ṽ − v is orthogonal to V .

Exercise 3.12. Carry out the computation described in the previous remark and conclude that

prgV (ṽ) =
g(ṽ, σ1)

g(σ1, σ1)
· σ1 + . . .+

g(ṽ, σr)

g(σr, σr)
· σr. (3.2.3)
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Warning: do not prove that this formula works, but prove that the reasoning above produces this
formula. In other words: you do not have to know this formula by heart, you can always deduce it!

Exercise 3.13 (the canonical connection on TS2). We now work over M = S2, over which
we consider the vector bundle E := TS2. Using the fact that S2 ⊂ R3 to embed TS2 in the trivial
bundle S2 × R3, we endow E with the resulting connection

∇ : X(S2)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prE

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 ,

or, if you prefer the dual point of view, d∇ : Γ (E)→ Ω1(S2, E), d∇(s) = prE(d∇flat(s)).
We also consider the following vector fields on the sphere (as in Exercise 2.3):

ex = z
∂

∂y
− y ∂

∂z
, ey = x

∂

∂z
− z ∂

∂x
, ez = y

∂

∂x
− x ∂

∂y
. (?)

(a) Show that

prE

(
∂

∂x

)
= yez − zey =

∂

∂x
− x

(
x
∂

∂x
+ y

∂

∂y
+ z

∂

∂z

)
(b) Show that

d∇(ex) = −x · (dx⊗ ex + dy ⊗ ey + dz ⊗ ez).

(c) Check (again?) that {ex, ey} is a local frame of TS2 over U = {z 6= 0} and compute the
connection matrix ω of ∇ w.r.t. {ex, ey}.

Exercise 3.14. Consider the rank two real vector bundle from Exercise 1.21,

E := Span(σ1, σ2, σ
′
1, σ
′
2) ⊂ Ẽ = S2 × R4.

and recall that {σ1, σ2} is a local frame of E over S2 minus pS = (−1, 0, 0), while {σ′1, σ′2} is a local
frame of E over S2 minus pN = (1, 0, 0). We now consider the induced connection on E,

∇ : X(S2)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prcan

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 .

(a) Compute the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. the frame {σ1, σ2}.
(b) Then compute the curvature matrix w.r.t. the same frame.
(c) Compute now the connection and the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. {σ′1, σ′2}.

Exercise 3.15. Let M be a manifold endowed with a foliation F (interpreted as an involutive
sub-bundle F ⊂ TM). By an F-connection on a vector bundle N over M we mean a bilinear map

∇ : Γ (F)× Γ (N )→ Γ (N )
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satisfying the usual identities

∇fV (s) = f∇V (s), ∇V (fs) = f∇V (s) + LV (f)s

for all f ∈ C∞(M), s ∈ Γ (N ) and (only) V ∈ Γ (F). Given an F-connection ∇ on N prove that

(a) There exists a connection ∇̃ on N which extends ∇ in the sense that ∇V (s) = ∇̃V (s) for all
V ∈ Γ (F) and s ∈ Γ (N ).

(b) For any leaf L ⊂M of F , there exists an induced connection ∇L on N|L,

∇L : X(L)× Γ (N|L)→ Γ (N|L),

which is canonical (in the sense that it does not depend on the choices one might make to
describe it) and has the property that ∇V (s)|L = ∇LV |L(s|L) for all V ∈ Γ (F) and s ∈ Γ (N )

(note: for V ∈ Γ (F) one has V |L ∈ X(L) because, at any x ∈ L, one has Vx ∈ Fx = TxL).

As an example of a vector bundle with an F-connection we take the normal bundle ν = TM/F and
we endow with with the so-called “Bott connection”:

∇Bott : Γ (F)× Γ (ν)→ Γ (ν), ∇Bott
V (X mod F) := [V,X] mod F .

Prove that:

(c) ∇Bott is indeed an F-connection on ν.
(d) ∇Bott is F-flat, i.e.

∇Bott
[V,W ] = [∇Bott

V ,∇Bott
W ] ∀ V,W ∈ Γ (F).

(e) For any leaf L of the foliation, its normal bundle N (L,M), a vector bundle over L, admits a
flat (usual) connection.
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3.3 Connections on complex vector bundles

What was discussed in detail for real vector bundles also has a version over C that works pretty much the
same. However, it is instructive to go through the details. First, the notion of “connection on a complex
vector bundle E” is the same just that

X(M)× Γ (E) −→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s)

is now required to be C-linear in the second argument (and still R-linear in the first). In other words,
this is nothing but a connection on E viewed as a real vector bundle, which is also required to satisfy
∇X(i · s) = i · ∇X(s) for all X and s. Notice that this implies that the equation

∇X(fs) = f∇X(s) + LX(f)s

holds for all complex valued smooth functions f ∈ C∞(M,C). This is important when writing local
formulas, when we use local frames e = {e1, . . . , er} of the complex vector bundle E (hence, at each x,
they give a basis of the complex vector space Ex). Indeed, in that case arbitrary local sections of E (over
the open U where the local frame is defined) can be decomposed uniquely as f1e1 + . . . + fnen, with
f i ∈ C∞(U,C) (smooth C-valued functions). Therefore, one can go on and define the local connection
matrix of such a connection ∇ w.r.t. to e,

ω = (ωi,j)1≤i,j≤r,

by the same formulas as in the real case,

∇X(ej) =
∑
i

ωij(X) · ei

(
or d∇(ej) =

∑
i

ωij ⊗ ei

)
,

the only difference being that each ωij(X) is now a C-valued smooth function, i.e., each ωij is now a
C-valued differential form:

ωij ∈ Ω1(U,C)

(while usual (real) differential forms on a manifold M are forms with coefficients in the trivial real line
bundle M ×R, the C-valued forms are forms with coefficients in the trivial complex line bundle M ×C).

To sum up and relate to the real case:

Exercise 3.16. Assume that F is a complex vector bundle over M . Recall that F has an under-
lying real vector bundle E = FR and, conversely, the complex vector bundle can be seen as a real
vector bundle E together with an endomorphism J : E → E satisfying J2 = −IdE (encoding the
multiplication by i). Show that:

(a) A (complex) connection on F is the same thing as a (real) connection ∇ on E = FR satisfying

∇X(J(s)) = J (∇X(s)) ∀ X ∈ X(M), s ∈ Γ (E).

(b) Any (complex) local frame e = {e1, . . . , er} of F gives rise to a (real) local frame of E = FR:

eR := {e1, . . . , er, J(e1), . . . , J(er)}

(c) Given a (complex) local frame e = {e1, . . . , er} of F over some open U , we now consider:

• the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. e (an r × r matrix with entries complex 1-forms)

ω = (ωpq )1≤p,q≤r ∈Mr

(
Ω1(U,C)

)
;

Furthermore, express ω in terms of its real and imaginary parts:
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ω = η + i · ζ, with η, ζ ∈Mr

(
Ω1(U)

)
;

• the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. the local frame eR of E:

ω̂ = (ω̂jk)1≤j,k≤2r ∈M2r

(
Ω1(U)

)
;

Your are asked to describe the (2r)× (2r) matrix ω̂ explicitly in terms of η and ζ.

Exercise 3.17. Consider the tangent bundle TS2 endowed with the connection ∇ from Exercise
3.13, and with the complex structure J from Exercise 2.3.

(a) Prove that ∇ is a connection on the complex vector bundle (TS2, J) and ex = z ∂
∂y − y

∂
∂z can

be seen as a complex frame of (TS2, J) over Ux = {y2 + z2 6= 0}
(b) Compute the resulting C-valued functions f1 and f2 on Ux such that

ey = f1 · ex, ez = f2 · ex.

(c) Show that the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. ex is

ω =
ydy + zdz

y2 + z2
+ x

ydz − zdy
y2 + z2

· i ∈ Ω1(Ux,C).

(d) Prove that the curvature matrix is i time the volume form of S2, µ = xdy dz+ydz dx+zdx dy.

(Hint: in (b) you should get f1 = −xy+iz
y2+z2 , f1 = −xz−iy

y2+z2 . For the computation in (d) you may want to

notice first that dxdy
z = dydz

y = dzdx
y = µ, whenever the expressions are defined).

Exercise 3.18. Consider the tangent bundle TS2 endowed with the connection ∇ from Exercise
3.13, and with the complex structure J from Exercise 2.3.

Prove that ∇ is a connection on the complex vector bundle (TS2, J).

(a) Prove that ∇ is a connection on the complex vector bundle (TS2, J).
(b) Prove that ex = z ∂

∂y−y
∂
∂z can be seen as a complex frame of (TS2, J) over Ux = {y2 +z2 6= 0}

and compute the resulting C-valued functions on Ux such that

ey = f1 · ex, ez = f2 · ex.

(c) Show that the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. ex is

ω =
ydy + zdz

y2 + z2
+ x · ydz − zdy

y2 + z2
· i ∈ Ω1(Ux,C).

(d) Also compute the curvature matrix and show that it is precisely the volume form of S2,
µ = xdy dz + ydz dx+ zdx dy.

(Hint: in (b) you should get f1 = −xy+iz
y2+z2 , f1 = −xz−iy

y2+z2 . For the computation in (d) you may want to

notice first that dxdy
z = dydz

y = dzdx
y = µ).
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Exercise 3.19. Show that the connection from Exercise 3.14 is a (complex) connection on E, where
E is seen as a complex vector bundle as discussed in Exercise 1.21. See also Exercise 3.21 below.

Next, the construction of connections on sub-bundles of the trivial bundle from (3.2.2) works without
any problem in the complex setting, with the only observation that we now use hermitian products h
and, in particular, on Ck we use the standard hermitian product

hcan(z, z′) =
∑
j

zjz′j , for z = (z1, . . . , zk), z′ = (z′1, . . . , z
′
k) ∈ Ck.

Notice also that the formula for prh(ṽ) from Exercise 3.12 continue to hold in the complex context- hence

whenever V ⊂ Ṽ is a complex vector subspace, h is a hermitian product on Ṽ and {σ1, . . . , σr} is an
h-orthogonal (complex) basis of V :

prhV (ṽ) =
h(ṽ, σ1)

h(σ1, σ1)
· σ1 + . . .+

h(ṽ, σr)

h(σr, σr)
· σr. (3.3.1)

Exercise 3.20. Let V be a complex vector subspace of a hermitian vector space (Ṽ , h); recall that:

• ṼR and VR stand for Ṽ , respectively V , seen as real vector spaces,
• the real part of h, g := Re(g), is an inner product on ṼR,
• a frame e = {e1, . . . , er} of V gives rise to the frame eR = {e1, . . . , er, i · e1, . . . , i · er} of VR.

Prove that:

(a) prhV = prgVR
;

(b) If e is h-orthogonal then eR is g-orthogonal ...
(c) ... and the resulting formula (3.3.1) using e coincides with the formula (3.2.3) using eR.

Exercise 3.21 (redo Exercise 3.14 with simpler formulas). Consider again the vector bundle
from Exercise 1.21, but we treat it as a complex line bundle

E ⊂ Ẽ = S2 × C2

and we endow it with the resulting complex connection ∇ obtained by the general recipe.

(a) Recalling that σ1 can be seen as a (complex) local frame of E over S2 \ (−1, 0, 0), compute
the connection and curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. σ1.

(b) What is the relationship with the connection from Exercise 3.14?
(c) Recover the (real) connection and curvature matrices from Exercise 3.14.

Let’s now see some more serious implementations of the construction of connections (3.2.2) in the complex
case. We give all details in the case of the tautological line bundle

L =
{

(l, z) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : z ∈ l
}

;

then the resulting connection

∇ : X(CPn)× Γ (L)→ Γ (L), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prL

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)

 (3.3.2)
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or, if you prefer the dual point of view,

d∇ : Γ (L)→ Ω1(CPn, L), d∇(s) = pr(d∇flat(s)),

makes use of the following basic pieces:

• the canonical flat connection ∇flat on the trivial bundle E = CPn × Cn+1.
• the standard hermitian product on Cn+1:

h : Cn+1 × Cn+1 → C, h(z, z′) = z0z′0 + z1z′1 + . . .+ znz′n

• for each l ∈ CPn, the orthogonal projection onto l with respect to h, prl : Cn+1 → l. Hence prl(z)
is the unique point in l with the property that z − prl(z) is perpendicular to l w.r.t. h; it can be
described in explicit formulas by:

prl(z) =
h(z, ξ)

h(ξ, ξ)
ξ, with ξ ∈ l a/any non-zero vector.

• the map induced at the level of sections and, for d∇, on forms with coefficients:

prL : Γ (E)→ Γ (L), prL : Ω1(CPn, E)→ Ω1(CPn, L).

An interesting exercise is to write down ∇ locally, in terms of local connection matrices. Since L is of
(complex) rank one, a local frame over an open U ⊂ CPn is just a nowhere vanishing local section of L
defined over U . We choose here U to be

U0 := {[z0 : z1 : . . . : zn] : z0 6= 0},

i.e. the domain of the standard chart

χ0 : U0 → Cn, [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]←→ (z1, . . . , zn).

Over U0 we have the local section e0 given by that sends [1 : z1 : . . . : zn] to (1, z1, . . . , zn). We can now
talk about the connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. e, which will be a C-valued 1-form on U , denoted

ω ∈ Ω1(U0,C).

Exercise 3.22. You are asked to compute ω in the chart χ0. More precisely, you are asked to prove
that ω is equal to (the pull-back via χ0 of)

z1dz1 + . . .+ zndzn
1 + |z1|2 + . . .+ |zn|2

∈ Ω1(Cn,C),

where, as before, zk = xk + i · yk stand for the coordinate functions on Cn, zk = xk − i · yk,
dzk = dxk + i · dyk (a C-valued 1-form!).

The computation of the curvature matrix is a bit more involved; we organise it as follows:

Exercise 3.23. Compute now the curvature matrix k in the chart χ0. More precisely:

(a) when n = 1 prove that k is equal to (the pull-back via χ0 of)

− 1

(1 + |z|2)2
· dz ∧ dz ∈ Ω2(C,C);
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(b) do the computation for general n, show that k can be described by the following short formula:

k = −∂∂ log(1 + |z|2) ∈ Ω2(Cn,C)

where |z|2 = |z1|2 + . . .+ |zn|2, and then show that

kn = (−1)n
n!

(1 + |z|2)n+1
· dz1 ∧ dz1 ∧ . . . ∧ dzn ∧ dzn.

Exercise 3.24. Carry out the same discussion for the conjugate of the tautological line bundle

L′ :=
{

(l, z) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : z ∈ l
}
,

which we have encountered also in Exercise 1.11 and Exercise 1.69. What changes when replacing L
by L′? Generalise that conclusion to general complex bundles.

Exercise 3.25. We now apply the general recipe to the orthogonal of the tautological line bundle,

L⊥ := {(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l}

to construct the connection

∇ : X(CPn)× Γ (L⊥)→ Γ (L⊥), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prL⊥

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)

 .

In this exercise we will focus on the chart

U0 3 [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]
χ07−→ (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn,

and we will use the coordinates (z1, . . . , zn) corresponding to this chart. As observed in Exercise 1.33,
using the canonical frame {e0, e1, . . . , en} of E = CPn × Cn+1

fj := −zje0 + ej with j ∈ {1, . . . , n}

form a local frame of L⊥ over U0.

(a) Show that

prL⊥(e0) = − z1

1 + |z|2
· f1 − . . .−

zn
1 + |z|2

· fn.

(b) Compute the connection matrix ω of ∇ w.r.t. f.
(c) Compute the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. f.
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3.4 Parallel transport

Exercise 3.26. In the context of vector bundles π : E →M endowed with a connection ∇, we now
discuss a coordinate free description of ∇udt (t) for paths u : I → E above some path γ : I → M . Fix
u and prove that:

(a) if u is the evaluation of section of s ∈ Γ (E) along γ, i.e. if u(t) = s(γ(t)) for all t ∈ I, then

∇u
dt

(t) = ∇γ̇(t)(s) (evaluated at γ(t)).

(c) while it is not always possible to find an s as above, one can always write

u(t) = s̃(t, γ(t))

for some section s̃ of the pull-back pr∗2E of E via the second projection pr2 : I ×M →M .
(d) for s̃ as above, denoting by st ∈ Γ (E) the section s̃(t, ·) (one for each t ∈ I), one has:

∇u
dt

(t) =

(
∇γ̇(t)(st) +

dst
dt

)
(γ(t)).

Exercise 3.27. Return to the setting of Exercise 3.6: the trivial vector bundle of rank 2 over
M = S2 ⊂ R3, E = S2 × R2, endowed with the connection ∇ whose connection matrix w.r.t. the
canonical frame {e1, e2} is

ω =

(
xdy ydz
zdx x2dx+ y2dy + z2dz

)
.

Compute the parallel transport T 0,2π
γ : R2 → R2 of ∇ along γ : [0, 2π]→ S2, γ(t) = (cos t, sin t, 0).

Exercise 3.28. Return to the setting of Exercise 3.7: the trivial vector bundle of rank 2 over
M = S2 ⊂ R3, E = S2 × R2, endowed with the connection ∇ε given b

∇εX(f, g) = (LX(f) + gθε(X), fθε(X) + LX(g)) ,

where θε := xdy + εydx ∈ Ω1(S2). Please do the following:

(a) when ε = 1, prove that the resulting parallel transport along any curve γ : [0, 1] → S2 with
the property that γ(0) = γ(1) is the identity map;

(b) when ε = −1, compute the parallel transport along the curve γ(t) = (cos t, sin t, 0).

Exercise 3.29. Return to the setting of Exercise 3.8: E = M × R the trivial line bundle over a
manifold M , endowed with the connection

∇θ : X(M)× C∞(M)→ C∞(M), ∇θX(f) = LX(f) + fθ(X),

associated to a fixed (but arbitrary) 1-form θ ∈ Ω1(M). Please do the following:
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(a) a path u in E = M ×R has two components, namely a path γu in M and a path fu in R. For

u = (γu, fu), describe the components of ∇
θu
dt .

(b) given a path γ : [0, 1]→M with γ(0) = γ(1), show that the resulting parallel transport along

γ, T 0,1
γ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(0), is the multiplication by the real number exp

(
−
∫

[0,1]
γ∗θ
)

.

Exercise 3.30. Consider the tautological line bundle L over RP1, endowed with the connection
(3.2.1) coming from the inclusion L ⊂ RP1 × R2.

(a) Consider the curve γ : [0, 1]→ RP1, γ(t) = [cosπt, sinπt]. Since γ starts and ends at p = [1 : 0],
the parallel transport T 0,1

γ along γ is a linear automorphism of Lp. Prove that

T 0,1
γ = −IdLp .

(b) Recall that RP1 is diffeomorphic to S1. Draw a picture of L inside R3, i.e. exhibit a subspace
of R3 that is diffeomorphic to the manifold L and indicate on your drawing the fibers of L.
Then, on the picture, describe the parallel transports T 0,t

γ . Make sure that the Moebius does
show up in your picture.

Exercise 3.31. Consider E = TS2, the tangent bundle of the sphere, endowed with the standard
connection discussed e.g. in Exercise 3.13. From the general theory it follows that for any path γ in
S2 and any path ξ in E = TS2 sitting above γ, we can talk about ∇ξdt , which is a new path in E
above γ. Writing γ(t) = (x(t), y(t), z(t)) and denoting by f(t), g(t) and h(t) the components of ξ(t)
obtained by writing

ξ(t) = f(t)

(
∂

∂x

)
γ(t)

+ g(t)

(
∂

∂y

)
γ(t)

+ h(t)

(
∂

∂z

)
γ(t)

prove that the similar components of ∇ξdt are

ḟ + x(ẋf + ẏg + żh), ġ + y(ẋf + ẏg + żh), ḣ+ z(ẋf + ẏg + żh).

Then, for γ(t) = (0, cos t, sin t) show that the parallel transport T 0,t
γ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(t) satisfies:

T 0,t
γ

(
∂

∂z

)
= − sin t · ∂

∂y
+ cos t · ∂

∂z
.

Exercise 3.32. We now return to the setting of Exercise 3.14 and Exercise 1.21:

E := Span(σ1, σ2, σ
′
1, σ
′
2) ⊂ Ẽ = S2 × R4,

endowed with the connection

∇ : X(S2)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prcan

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 .
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Find a loop γ : [0, 1] → S2, i.e. a path that starts and ends at the same point p, such that the
resulting parallel transport T 0,1

γ : Ep → Ep is not the identity map (try something simple-like
(0, cos(ct), sin(ct)) for some appropriate constant c).

Exercise 3.33. Let F be a complex vector bundle and let ∇ be a (complex) connection on F . One
also thinks here of F as a real vector bundle E endowed with a complex structure J : E → E, and
of ∇ as a connection on E with the property that ∇X ◦ J = J ◦ ∇ (cf. Exercise 3.16).

(a) Show that if a path u : I → E is parallel w.r.t. ∇, then so is J ◦ u.
(b) The parallel transports w.r.t. ∇ (with ∇ viewed as a real connection on E)

T t0,t1γ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(1),

a priori isomorphisms of real vector spaces, are actually C-linear.

Exercise 3.34. Consider now the tautological line bundle L over CP1, endowed with its standard
connection (3.3.2), let p = [1 : 1] ∈ CP1 and we consider the loop

γ : [0, 2π]→ CP1, u(t) = [1 : eit].

Compute the parallel transport (w.r.t. ∇)

T 0,2π
γ : Lp → Lp

(you should get minus the identity map).

Exercise 3.35. Consider the tautological line bundle L over CP1, endowed with its standard con-
nection (3.3.2). According to the general theory, for any path u : I → L sitting above some path
γ : I → CP1 (hence u(t) ∈ Lγ(t)), one can talk about the derivative ∇udt , which is again a path in L
above γ. Assume now that

γ(t) = [z1(t) : z2(t)] ∈ CP1, u(t) = a(t)e1(γ(t)) + b(t)e2(γ(t))

where, as before, {e1, e2} is the canonical frame of E = CP1 × C2. Show that

∇u
dt

(t) =
z1 · a′ + z2 · b′

|z1|2 + |z2|2
(z1e1 + z2e2).

Then, for γ : [0, π]→ CP1, γ(t) = [1 : e2it], compute the resulting parallel transport

T 0,t
γ : Lγ(0) → Lγ(t).
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3.5 Compatible connections

Let us start by rethinking a bit the concept of complex connection on a complex vector bundle F by
focusing on the real objects. Therefore, the starting point is a vector bundle E together with a complex
structure J : E → E. Then a complex connection is reinterpreted as a (real) connection ∇ on the (real)
vector bundle E that is compatible with J in the sense that

∇X ◦ J = J ◦ ∇X for all X ∈ X(M).

(You may have already seen this remark in Exercise 3.16). This sets up a paradigm- that of connections
compatible with given structures (complex, metric, etc). With that in mind, it is instructive to first
investigate a bit the compatibility condition with complex structures.

Exercise 3.36. Let E be a (real) vector bundle over M endowed with a complex structure J : E →
E. If ∇ is a connection on E then the following are equivalent:

(a) ∇ is compatible with J .
(b) J is flat w.r.t. the connection ∇Hom induced by ∇ on Hom(E,E).
(c) for any γ : I →M and t0, t1 ∈ I, the resulting parallel transport

T t0,t1γ : Eγ(t0) → Eγ(t1)

commutes with J (i.e. it is complex linear).

(For ∇Hom have a look at (b) of Exercise 3.3. Recall that flatness means ∇Hom
X (J) = 0 for all

X ∈ X(M). You may also want to be aware of Exercise ??).

We now move to inner products. Recall that a connection ∇ is said to be compatible with an inner
product g is on E

LX (g(s1, s2)) = g (∇X(s1), s2) + g (s1,∇X(s2))

for any X ∈ X(M), s1, s2 ∈ Γ (E).

Exercise 3.37. Interpret the inner product g as a section of Sym2(E) (from Exercise 1.56). Prove
that the connection ∇ on E can be used to define a connection ∇Sym on Sym2(E) such that the
compatibility condition of ∇ and g is equivalent to requiring that g is ∇Sym -flat.

The following equivalent characterisation of the compatibility appeared already in the lectures. You
are now invited to transform the sketch of the proof given there into proper proofs; this time, you can
also take advantage of the insight given by the previous exercise and the possibility of using Exercise ??.

Exercise 3.38. Let E be a (real) vector bundle over M endowed with an inner product g. If ∇ is
a connection on E then the following are equivalent:

(a) ∇ is compatible with g.
(b) for any u1, u2 : I → E paths above the same path γ : I →M , one has

d

dt
g (u1, u2) = g

(
∇u1

dt
, u2

)
+ g

(
u1,
∇u2

dt

)
.

(c) for any γ : I →M and t0, t1 ∈ I, the resulting parallel transport
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T t0,t1γ :
(
Eγ(t0), gγ(t0)

)
→
(
Eγ(t1), gγ(t1)

)
is an isometry.

(d) for any local frame e = {e1, . . . , er} of E which is orthonormal (w.r.t. g) the resulting connec-
tion matrix ω (of ∇ w.r.t. e) is skew symmetric: ωjk = −ωkj .

Exercise 3.39. If ∇ is compatible with g then for any path u : I → E that is parallel, its length
w.r.t. g,

||u(t)||g :=
√
g(u(t), u(t)),

is constant.

Exercise 3.40. Adapt the previous discussion to the compatibility of connections with hermitian
products.

A completely similar discussion applies to fiberwise symplectic forms ω on E: a connection ∇ on E is
compatible with ω if

LX (ω(s1, s2)) = ω (∇X(s1), s2) + ω (s1,∇X(s2))

for any X ∈ X(M), s1, s2 ∈ Γ (E). Again, seeing ω as a section of Alt2(E), the compatibility condition
is equivalent to the flatness of ω w.r.t. the connection ∇Sym induced by ∇ on Sym2(E) (if you do not
remember these symbols, you may want to have a look at Exercise 1.56 and Exercise 3.4). Then, as before,
the compatibility condition can also be characterised in terms of parallel transports: for any γ : I → M
and t0, t1 ∈ I, the resulting parallel transport

T t0,t1γ :
(
Eγ(t0), ωγ(t0)

)
→
(
Eγ(t1), ωγ(t1)

)
is a linear symplectomorphism.

Exercise 3.41. Fill in the missing details.

Exercise 3.42. Let E be a vector bundle endowed with a Hermitian structure (h, J), where we
write h = g + i · ω (hence g is an inner product and ω a fiberwise linear symplectic structure on E).

Given a connection ∇ on E, prove that the following are equivalent:

(a) ∇ is compatible with h;
(a) ∇ is compatible with g and ω;
(a) ∇ is compatible with g and J .
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3.6 Levi Civita

Exercise 3.43. For M = Rn endowed with the standard Riemannian metric gcan, describe explicitly
the Levi-Civita connection ∇, the second derivatives γ̈(t) = ∇γ̇

dt of curves γ : I → Rn, then describe
all the geodesics.

Exercise 3.44. Let M be a compact submanifold of an Euclidean space Rk. Using the resulting
embedding of the tangent bundle into the trivial bundle

TM ⊂M × Rk,

and the standard metric gcan on Rk, we endow TM with the resulting connection (as in Exercise
3.10) and with the Riemannian metric g = gcan|TM .

a) Write down the formula for ∇X(Y ), for X,Y ∈ X(M), in terms of ∇can and the orthogonal
projections, making sure that what you write actually makes sense (e.g. keep in mind that a
vector field on M is not a vector field on Rk).

b) Prove that ∇ is compatible with g.
c) Prove that ∇ is torsion free (again, make sure that the formulas you write are well-defined).
d) Finally, prove that ∇ is precisely the Levi-Civita connection of (M, g).

Note: you are allowed to use the fact that, for M ⊂ Rk compact, for any vector field X on M there exists
an extension of X to Rk, i.e. a vector field X̃ on Rk such that X̃p = Xp for all p ∈M .

Exercise 3.45. We look at M = S2 which we endow with the Riemannian metric g induced from
R3 and let ∇ be the corresponding Levi-Civita connection.

(a) for paths u(t) = f(t) ∂
∂x + g(t) ∂∂y + h(t) ∂∂z in TS2 sitting above a path γ = (x(t), y(t), z(t)) in

S2 write down ∇udt and deduce that, if u is horizontal, its norm ||u|| =
√
〈u, u〉 is constant.

(b) deduce that γ = (x(t), y(t), z(t)) is a geodesic of (S2, g) if and only if

ẍ+ x(ẋ2 + ẏ2 + ż2) = 0, ÿ + y(ẋ2 + ẏ2 + ż2) = 0, ÿ + y(ẋ2 + ẏ2 + ż2) = 0

and these imply that ẋ2 + ẏ2 + ż2 is constant.
(c) describe by explicit formulas all the geodesics of (S2, g) that start at the point (1, 0, 0) ∈ S2.

You may want to be aware that this exercise belongs to a line of exercises that includes Exercise 1.32,
3.13 and 3.31.

Exercise 3.46. Let (M̃, g̃) be a Riemannian manifold, denote by ∇̃ the corresponding Levi-Civita

connection and by ∇̃dt the corresponding derivatives of paths in TM̃ .

Assume now that M ⊂ M̃ is a compact submanifold, we endow M with the Riemannian structure g
obtained by restricting g̃ to (the tangent spaces of) M and we consider the corresponding Levi-Civita
connection ∇ on TM , and the operation ∇dt . Show that:

(a) ∇ coincides with the projection onto TM , via the orthogonal projection prg : TM̃ |M → TM

induced by g, of the restriction of ∇̃ to M , as in Exercise 3.10.
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(b) for any path u : I → TM , one has

∇u
dt

= prg

(
∇̃u
dt

)
.

Exercise 3.47. Let (M, g) be a manifold endowed with a foliation F , and consider its g-orthogonal:

N =
{
Y ∈ TM : g(V, Y ) = 0 ∀ V ∈ F

}
⊂ TM,

and its orthogonal projection prN : TM → N sending X ∈ TM to the unique Y ∈ N s.t. X−Y ∈ F).

(a) Using the terminology from Exercise 3.15, prove that the formula ∇NV (Y ) := prN ([V, Y ])
defines an F-connection ∇N on N , which is F-flat in the sense that

∇N[V,W ] = [∇NV ,∇NW ] for all V,W ∈ Γ (F).

Consider now also the Levi-Civita connection ∇LC associated to g and further prove that:

(c) The operators ∇LCV with V ∈ Γ (F) preserve Γ (N ) if and only if they preserve Γ (F):

∇LCV (Γ (N )) ⊂ Γ (N ) for all V ∈ Γ (F) ⇐⇒ ∇LCV (Γ (F)) ⊂ Γ (F) for all V ∈ Γ (F).

(d) ∇LC is an extension of ∇N , i.e.

∇NV (Y ) = ∇LCV (Y ) for all V ∈ Γ (F), Y ∈ Γ (N )

if and only if ∇LC preserves F , i.e.

∇LCX (Γ (F)) ⊂ Γ (F) for all X ∈ X(M).

When the conditions from (d) hold we say that g and F are compatible. In that case also prove that:

(e) any geodesic γ of (M, g) with the property that γ̇(0) ∈ F must be a leafwise curve, i.e. there
exists a leaf L of M such that γ(t) ∈ L for all t.
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3.7 Characteristic classes

One if the basic properties of the Chern/Pontryagin classes is that they vanish if the bundle is trivialisable
or, more generally, that two isomorphic vector bundles have the same classes. That gives a very useful
criteria to prove that two vector bundles are not isomorphic; however, that is just the beginning!

However, for such results we need to produce characteristic classes that are non-trivial. So, the first
question is: how do we prove that a cohomology class, say in degree two (like the first Chern class) is
non-zero? One quite powerful tool is that of integration. Remember that whenever M is an orientable
compact manifold on which we fix an orientation, we have an integral defined on the space of forms of
top degree: ∫

M

: Ωd(M)→ R (d = dimM),

with the basic property that, on exact forms, it is zero (Stokes manifold)1. That means that
∫
M
ω only

depends on DeRham cohomology class [ω] ∈ Hd(M) and, therefore,
∫
M

descends to a linear map∫
M

: Hd(M)→ R.

This allows us to treat elements in Hd(M) (top degree). What if we are interested in class es a ∈ Hk(M)
with k < d? It is then useful to remember that the DeRham cohomology comes with bilinear product
operations (induced by the operation of wedge products of differential forms):

Hp(M)×Hq(M)→ Hp+q(M), ([ω], [η]) 7→ [ω] · [η] := [ω ∧ η].

Exercise 3.48. Given a compact oriented d-dimensional manifold M show that:

(a) if a ∈ Hd(M) has a non-zero integral, then a 6= 0.
(b) if b ∈ H l(M) has the property that ∃ b′ ∈ Hd−l(M) such that

∫
M
b · b′ 6= 0, then b 6= 0.

(c) if d = 2k and c ∈ H2(M) has the property that
∫
M
ck 6= 0 then c 6= 0.

Exercise 3.49. Prove that the Chern class of the tangent bundle TS2 endowed with its standard
complex structure J from Exercise 2.3 is non-zero.

Then deduce the hairy ball theorem: S2 does not admit any nowhere vanishing vector field.(
Hint: make use of the computation from Exercise 3.17 and then compute

∫
S2 c1(TS2, J) = 2!

)

Exercise 3.50. Prove that the Chern class of the tautological line bundle L over CP1 is non-zero.
Then deduce that:

a) L is not trivializable.
c) L is not isomorphic, as a complex vector bundle, to its conjugate L.
d) Using L and operations with vector bundles, construct a countable family of (complex) line

bundles over CP1 with the property that any two of them are not isomorphic.(
Hint: make use of the computation from Exercise 3.23 and then compute

∫
CP1 c1(L) = −1!

)
1 changing the orientation only changes the sign of the integral (assuming M is connected), which will not be relevant to
our purposes: all we care is to produce nonzero integrals
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The fact that the last integral is one of the explanations for the notation L = O(−1) mentioned already
in the discussion around (1.1.4); as pointed out there, the conjugate of L deserves the name O(1). Actually
there is an entire collection

O(n) with n ∈ Z,

uniquely determined by the basic requirement that O(p+q) ∼= O(p)⊗O(q) for all integers p, q. Of course,

this forces O(−n) to be L⊗n and O(n) to be L
⊗n

whenever n ∈ N.

Exercise 3.51. Prove that the Chern classes of O(n) satisfy∫
CP1

c1 (O(n)) = n ∀ n ∈ Z.

On the other hand, recall that one has a diffeomorphism Φ : CP1 → S2 (see Exercise 1.23), hence
pulling back TS2 with its complex structure,

Φ∗(TS2, J)

will be a complex line bundle over CP1. If it is isomorphic to one of the O(n), prove that n must be
equal to −2. Then try to prove that n = −2 works (by providing an explicit isomorphism).

It is now time to move to the tautological line bundle L over arbitrary CPn. Given the fact that we
want to end up with simpler signs (in particular no signs introduced by integration), we will denote

a := −c1(L) ∈ H2(CPn). (3.7.1)

Exercise 3.52. Prove that the Chern class of the tautological line bundle L over CPn is non-zero.
Actually prove that (3.7.1) satisfies:

a 6= 0, a2 6= 0, . . . , an 6= 0.

Exercise 3.53. Still working over CPn, we now consider the orthogonal of the tautological bundle

L⊥ :=
{

(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l
}
,

which you may have seen in Exercise 1.33 or 3.25. Express its Chern classes in terms of (3.7.1).

Remark 3.54. Notice that there are two ways to proceed: a more laborious one, in which you use the
connection and the computations from Exercise 3.25, and one much simpler (but somehow ”more
mysterious”), based on using the basic properties of the Chern class. Both are every instructive, and
the drawbacks of any of them should make you appreciate the other!

Next we turn to the relevance of the tautological line bundle L when studying the tangent bundle of
CPn (either as a complex or as a real vector bundle). The case n = 1, when CP1 ∼= S2, was treated in the
second part of Exercise 3.51. For general n ∈ N, it is useful to revise the discussion around Exercise 1.73.
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Exercise 3.55. Prove that the Chern classes of TCPn and the Pontrjagin classes of the underlying
real vector bundle can be expressed in terms of (3.7.1) as follows:

c(TCPn) = (1 + a)n+1, p(TCPn) = (1 + a2)n+1.
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3.8 More applications of characteristic classes

We have already pointed out some rather immediate applications of Chern classes. Here is recap of what
we discussed, plus of couple more in the same vein.

Exercise 3.56. If a F a complex vector bundle F over M has c1(F ) 6= 0, prove that:

(a) F cannot be trivialisable.
(b) F cannot be isomorphic to its conjugate F .
(c) F cannot be written as the complexification of a real vector bundle over M .
(d) If F is a complex line bundle, then the underlying real vector bundle cannot be trivializable.

Exercise 3.57. Let F be a complex vector bundle F of rank r over a manifold M with H2(M) = 0.
If cr(F ) 6= 0 prove E does not admit a complex line sub-bundle L ⊂ E.

Here are some more refined questions that can be answered using characteristic classes. Let us start with
the basic property that for any vector bundle E one can always find another vector bundle E′ such that
E ⊕E′ is trivializable. An interesting question is: given a real vector bundle E, how ”simple” can E′ be?
Here are two interesting sub-questions:

• When can one actually choose E′ to be trivial? We say that E is stably trivial if that is possible.
• How small can E′ be? Can it be of rank one, two, etc? Apply this to the embeddability problem.

Let us start with the first question: the stable triviality or real vector bundles. Notice that this is not such
an uncommon occurance: e.g., although the tangent bundle of Sn, is almost never trivial, it is always
stably trivial as pointed out in Exercise 1.44. However, while TS2 = TCP1 is stably trivial, one has:

Exercise 3.58. Show that if E ∈ VectR(M) is stably trivial then pk(E) = 0 for all k 6= 0. Use this
to deduce that TCPn is not stably trivial for n ≥ 2.

For the second question above, we propose the following:

Exercise 3.59. For real vector bundles E please do the following:

(a) Show that if E ⊕ L is trivializable for some line bundle L, then pl(E) = 0 for all l 6= 0.
(b) If E ⊕ F is trivializable for some vector bundle F of rank ≤ 3, what can you say about the

Pontrjagin classes of E?

One typical situation when one arrive at trivializable sums E ⊕F is when E = TM and M is embedded
in an Euclidean space- then one can make use of the normal bundle as a complement. More precisely:

Exercise 3.60. Show that if M admits an embedding in Rn+k then there exists a rank k vector
bundle N over M such that TM ⊕N is trivializable.

With this hint at hand, here is now a cool exercise:

Exercise 3.61. Show that CP2 cannot be embedded in R5.

Here is a little generalization of the previous exercise:
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Exercise 3.62. Show that if an n-dimensional manifold M has p1(TM) 6= 0, then M cannot be
embedded in Rn+1.

And here is a similar exercise, but which uses the second item of Exercise 3.59 rather than the first one.
We state it in a way independent of Exercise 3.59 (but if you did do that exercise, then you can focus on
the second item).

Exercise 3.63. Consider CP4, seen as an 8-dimensional real manifold.

(a) show that the following elements in the cohomology of CP4

p2(TCP4),
(
p1(TCP4)

)2
have the same degree, but these elements are different from each other.

(b) deduce that CP4 cannot be embedded in R11.

Next, we describe another interesting application: to the fundamental question of whether a given manifold
N be written as the boundary N = ∂M of a compact manifold with boundary M . Here it is important
to notice that much of what we discussed in the course (vector bundles, tangent bundles, connections,
characteristic classes, geometric structures, etc.) carries over (without any change) to manifolds with
boundary. Furthermore, the Stokes theorem holds on general manifolds with boundary in the following
form: if M is a compact oriented m-dimensional manifold with boundary ∂M =: N , then∫

M

dω =

∫
N

ω|N

for all forms ω ∈ Ωn−1(M).

Exercise 3.64.

(a) Show that if a manifold N of dimension n = 4k can be written N = ∂M with M compact
orientable manifold with boundary, then pk(TN) = 0.

(b) Deduce that the manifolds CP2k with k ≥ 1 (viewed as real manifolds) cannot be written as
the boundary of a compact orientable manifold.

Exercise 3.65. Prove that:

(a) If a compact manifold P admits a free action of S1 then P can be written as the boundary
of a compact manifold Q (hint: it may be useful to remember the last homework. Otherwise:
C ⊃ D2 ⊃ ∂D2 = S1 carries an action of S1 and use fiber attachment).

(b for n = 2k + 1, RP2k+1 can be written as the boundary of a compact orientable manifold.
(c) for n = 2k + 1, CP2k+1 (see as a real manifold) can be written as the boundary of a compact

orientable manifold.
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Principal bundles

4.1 Examples

Exercise 4.1. Consider the special orthogonal group

SO(3) = {A ∈ GL3(R) : A ·AT = I3}

Prove the following:

(a) The first column c1(A) ∈ R3 of any matrix A ∈ SO(3) is an element of S2, while the second
and the third columns can be interpreted as tangent vectors to S2 at c1(A).

(b) The resulting map c1 : SO(3)→ S2 is a submersion.
(c) The following formula defines an action • of S1 on SO(3):

A • z := A

1 0 0
0 x y
0 −y x

 for A ∈ SO(3), z = x+ iy ∈ S1

(d) With respect to this action, c1 : SO(3)→ S2 is a principal S1-bundle.
(e) We now associate to this principal S1-bundle the vector bundle E obtained by attaching the

fiber R2 using the representation of S1 on R2 given by

r : S1 → GL2(R) = GL(R2), x+ iy 7→
(
x y
−y x

)
.

You are asked to prove that E is isomorphic to the tangent bundle TS2.

Recall that, for the real projective spaces, RP1 is diffeomorphic to S1, with the explicit diffeomorphism

RP1 → S1, [x : y] 7→
(
x2 − y2

x2 + y2
,

2xy

x2 + y2

)
. (4.1.1)

(to see what this is about notice that it sends [cos θ : sin θ] to (cos 2θ, sin 2θ).) The exercise below is
related to a similar discussion for CP1.
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Exercise 4.2.

a) Show that the following defines a free and proper action of S1 on the 3-sphere S3:

(x, y, z, t) · (a, b) = (ax− by, ay + bx, az − bt, at+ bz)

b) Show that together with this action and the Hopf map

H : S3 −→ S2, H(x, y, z, t) = (x2 + y2 − z2 − t2, 2(yz − tx), 2(ty + xz)), (4.1.2)

S3 becomes a principal S1-bundle over S2.
(c) write everything in complex coordinates using

S1 = {z ∈ C : |z| = 1}, S3 = {(z0, z1) ∈ C2 : |z0|2 + |z1|2 = 1},

and, using this, prove again (a) and (b).
d) Prove that CP1 and S2 are diffeomorphic and derive an explicit diffeomorphism, similar to

(4.1.1). Then compare with Exercise 1.23.

For later references, let us write down (4.1.2) in complex coordinates:

H : S3 −→ S2, H(z0, z1) = (|z0|2 − |z1|2, 2iz0z1).

The principal bundle described in the previous exercise is known as “the Hopf fibration”. Notice that all
its fibers are copies of S1 (the orbits of the action), hence H makes S3 into a collection (“bundle”) of circles
S1, one for each point in S2. May it happen that S3 is actually S1×S2? No! (do you see why?). Actually
the circles are bundled together in a non-trivial way, any two being intertwined. Try to imagine them! You
could for instance use the stereographic projection to open up S3, so that the circles can be pictured as
circles in R3. I think there are also quite a lot of nice pictures and little movies on the internet ... have fun!

On the other hand, because of what happens for CP1, in general, the quotient map

Hn : S2n+1 → CPn, Hn(z0, . . . , zn) = [z0 : . . . : zn]

is called the (generalised) Hopf map.

Exercise 4.3. Prove that, endowing S2n+1 with the action of S1 given by

(z0, . . . , zn) · λ = (λz0, . . . , λzn),

the generalised Hopf map Hn : S2n+1 → CPn becomes a principal S1-bundle.

Notice that, basically by construction, the diffeomorphisms from Exercise 4.2 identifies H1 with the
Hopf map H or, equivalently, the all fit in a commutative diagram:

S3

H1

!!

H

~~
S2 Ψ // CP1

, H1 = Ψ ◦H.

Exercise 4.4. Let π : L→M be a complex line bundle endowed with a hermitian product h. Using
the induced norm on (the fibers of) L, ||v||h =

√
h(v, v), we consider the circle bundle
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P :=
{
v ∈ L : ||v||h = 1

}
, π0 := π|P : P →M,

endowed with the action of S1 induced by the complex multiplication v•λ := λv (for v ∈ P , λ ∈ S1).

(a) Prove that π0 : P →M is a principal S1-bundle.
(b) When L is the tautological line bundle over M = CPn, prove that the resulting principal

bundle is the generalised Hopf fibration Hn : S2n+1 → CPn.

The construction from the last exercise can also be performed backwards: build a complex line bundle
out of a principal S1-bundle; this is a simple illustration of the process of attaching fibers (if solved at
the correct moment in time, this exercise comes before you learn the general construction):

Exercise 4.5. Start now with a principal S1-bundle π0 : P → M we consider the action of S1 on
the product S3 × C given by:

(p, z) · λ := (p · λ, λ−1z) (for p ∈ P , z ∈ C, λ ∈ S1)

Show that the resulting quotient L(P ) := (P ×C)/S1 is a complex line bundle; in detail, prove that:

(a) L(P ) is a smooth manifold.
(b) the map π : L(P )→M , [p, z] 7→ π0(p), is a submersion.
(c) declaring [p, z] + [p, z′] = [p, z + z′] and similarly for multiplication by scalars,

π : L(P )→M

becomes a complex line bundle.

Then prove that:

(a) When applied to π0 : P →M from the previous exercise, L(P ) is isomorphic to L.
(e) When applied to c1 : SO(3)→ S2 from Exercise 4.1, L(P ) is isomorphic to TS2.

Notice that the last two exercises imply that the tautological line bundle over CPn can be described as

L ∼= (S2n+1 × C)/S1, the quotient modulo (p, z) · λ = (λp, λ−1z).

This viewpoint is very handy as it allows to describe the other canonical bundle O(n) mentioned in and
before Exercise 3.51. Actually, if you are not happy with the construction given there in terms of tensor
products, you can adopt the following as definition:

Exercise 4.6. Prove that, similarly,

O(k) := (S2n+1 × C)/S1, the quotient modulo (p, z) · λ = (λp, λkz)

is a complex line bundle over S2n+1/S1 ∼= CPn, which coincides with the previously defined one.
Then generalize Exercise 1.10 by providing an isomorphism between the space of sections Γ (O(k))

and the space of smooth functions f : S2n+1 → C satisfying the S1-invariance condition:

f(λz) = λkf(z) ∀ λ ∈ S1, z ∈ S2n+1. (4.1.3)

In particular, any degree k homogeneous polynomial p ∈ C[z0, . . . , zn] can be seen as a section of O(k):

CPn 3 [z0 : z1, . . . : zn] 7→
[
(z0, z1, . . . , zn), p(z0, z1, . . . , zn)

]
And here is an exercise on how to compute the Chern class of line bundles obtained from principal

S1-bundles by the above procedure.
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Exercise 4.7. Let π : P → M be a principal S1-bundle and consider the associated line bundle
π : L(P )→M as discussed in Exercise 4.4 (or by applying the general theory of attaching fibers).

Assume now that we have an 1-form
ω ∈ Ω1(P )

that satisfies the following properties:

• it is S1-invariant, i.e. m∗λω = ω for any λ ∈ S1, where mλ : P → P is the multiplication by λ.
• on the vector field V ∈ X(P ) the whose flow is φV (p, t) = p · eit, one has ω(V ) = 1.

(V is called the infinitesimal generator of the action)

Show that:

(a) There exists, and is unique, k ∈ Ω2(M) such that dω = π∗(k).
(b) The form k is closed.
(c) the cohomology class of k, [k] ∈ H2(M), does not not depend on the choice of ω.
(d) up to a constant, [k] is the first Chern class of L(P ).

Then apply this procedure to the two concrete examples mentioned above:

(e) To the Hopf fibration H1 : S3 → CP1, when L(P ) is the tautological line bundle.
(f) To c1 : SO(3)→ S2 from Exercise 4.1, when L(P ) ∼= TS2.

(Hint: for (e), consider

ω := i (z1dz1 + z2dz2) = x1dy1 − y1dx1 + x2dy2 − y2dx2 ∈ Ω1(S3,R))
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4.2 Frame bundles

Let’s repeat the construction of the frame bundle of a vector bundle π : E →M of rank r: it is

Fr(E) = {(x, e) : x ∈M, e = (e1, . . . , er)− frame of Ex}

endowed with the right action of GLr (invertible r × r matrices) given by

(x, e) ·A = (x, e ·A) =

x, (e1, . . . , er) ·
A1

1 . . . A
1
r

. . . . . . . . .
Ar1 . . . A

r
r


=

x,∑
j

Aj1ej , . . . ,
∑
j

Ajrej

 (4.2.1)

For the smooth structure on Fr(E) we make use of the fact that

Fr(E) ⊂ Hom(M × Rr, E),

where the right hand side is the Hom-vector bundle

Hom(M × Rr, E) = {(x, φ) : x ∈M,φ : Rr → Ex linear},

and where the inclusion interprets e = (e1, . . . , er) as the linear map ê : Rr → Ex that sends the canonical
basis of Rr to e or, explicitly,

ê(λ1, . . . , λr) = λ1e1 + . . .+ λrer.

This realises Fr(E) as an open subset of Hom(M × Rr, E) and, therefore, as an open inside a manifold,
it becomes itself a manifold.

Exercise 4.8. Please do the following:

(a) describe an action of GLr on Hom(M×Rr, E) so that, when restricted to Fr(E), it becomes the
action described above. Deduce from this that the original action of GLr on Hom(M ×Rr, E)
is indeed a smooth action.

(b) show that
π : Fr(E)→M, (x, e) 7→ x

becomes a principal GLr-bundle.
(c) carry out a similar discussion for frames of E that are orthonormal w.r.t. a given inner product

g on E, giving rise to a principal O(r)-bundle Fr(E, g) of orthonormal frames. And similarly
for complex vector bundles F endowed with a hermitian product h, giving rise to a principal
U(r)-bundle Fr(F, h).

Exercise 4.9. Given a vector bundle E of rank r, show that any principal O(r) sub-bundle of Fr(E)
is of type Fr(E, g) for a unique inner product g on E. Similarly for hermitian products on complex
vector bundles.

Exercise 4.10. We consider the orthogonal of the tautological complex line bundle L over CPn,

L⊥ := {(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l},
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we endow it with the hermitian product h obtained by restricting the standard one from Cn+1 and
we consider the resulting orthonormal frame bundle Fr(L⊥, h). Prove that:

(a) Fr(L⊥, h) is a principal U(n)-bundle over CPn.
(b) its pull-back H∗Fr(L⊥, h) via the Hopf map H : S2n+1 → CPn is diffeomorphic to U(n+1).

Exercise 4.11. Consider the orthonormal frame bundle Fr(E, g) of E = TS2 w.r.t. the inner product
induced from the standard inner product on R3.

(a) Prove that Fr(E, g) is diffeomorphic to O(3).
(b) By the general theory, Fr(E, g) is a principal O(2)-bundle over S2. Via the diffeomorphism from

the previous item, one obtains a principal O(2)-bundle structure on O(3). Describe explicitly its
projection and the O(2)-action.

Exercise 4.12. A partial r-coframe on an n-dimensional manifold M is a collection

θ = {θ1, . . . , θr}

of 1-forms on M with the property that, at each point x ∈ M , they are linearly independent. One
associates to θ:

Pθ := {(φ1, . . . , φn) ∈ Fr(TM) : θi(φj) = δi,j ∀ 1 ≤ i ≤ r, 1 ≤ j ≤ n}.

Show that

(a) there exists a subgroup G ⊂ GLn such that the canonical action of GLn on Fr(M) restricts
to an action of G on Pθ, so that Pθ becomes a principal G-bundle.

(b) for the G that you found show that θ 7→ Pθ defines a 1-1 correspondence between partial
r-coframes on M and principal G-subbundles of Fr(M).
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4.3 Attaching fibers

The operation of attaching fibers to principal bundles has already been mentioned (without naming it)
in the construction of complex line bundles out of S1-bundles- see Exercise 4.5. It also arises naturally
when trying to recover a vector bundle out of its frame bundle.

Exercise 4.13 (continuation of Exercise 4.8). Given a rank r vector bundle E:

(d) show that the following is a smooth map

Fr(E)× Rr → E, ((x, e), λ) 7→ λ1e1 + . . .+ λrer

(where e = (e1, . . . , er) and λ = (λ1, . . . , λr).)
(e) describe an (right) action of GLr on Fr(E)× Rr which is free and proper and which induces

a diffeomorphism between the resulting quotient space and E.
(f) do the same for the orthonormal frame bundles Fr(E, g) and O(r).

Exercise 4.14. Let P be a G-manifold (with right action), and consider a G-vector bundle

πẼ : Ẽ → P,

by which we mean a vector bundle together with an action of G on Ẽ such that πẼ is G-equivariant

and the action on Ẽ is fiberwise linear (g ∈ G takes each fiber Ẽx linearly into Ẽxg). Show that:

(a) if the action of G on P is free or proper, then so is the action of G on Ẽ.

(b) assuming now that P is a principal G-bundle πP : P →M , deduce that E := Ẽ/G is a smooth
manifold and turn E into a smooth vector bundle πE : E →M (proving all the claims).

Ẽ
πẼ //

��

P

πP

��
E

πE
// M

(c) A particular case: for V ∈ Rep(G), apply the previous discussion to Ẽ := P × V endowed
with the diagonal action. What do you obtain?

P × V
pr1 //

��

P

πP

��
P [V ]

πE
// M

Exercise 4.15. Here the relevant group is G = S1 and we consider the canonical representation

r : S1 → GL2(R) = GL(R2), cos(α) + i sin(α) 7→
(

cos(α) sin(α)
− sin(α) cos(α)

)
,

as well as “the square” of this representation:
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r2 : S1 → GL2(R) = GL(R2), cos(α) + i sin(α) 7→
(

cos(2α) sin(2α)
− sin(2α) cos(2α)

)
.

Consider also S3 as a principal S1-bundle over S2 given by the Hopf fibration (Exercise 4.2), and
SO(3) viewed as a principal S1-bundle π : SO(3) −→ S2 as in Exercise 4.1. Show that:

(a) E(S3,R2, r2) ∼= E(SO(3),R2, r) and they can be identified with (are isomorphic to) the tan-
gent bundle of S2.

(b) E(S3,R2, r) can be identified with the tautological line bundle L → CP1; more precisely,
using the diffeomorphism Ψ : S2 → CP1 previously discussed (e.g. in Exercise 1.23 and 4.2),
E(S3,R2, r) is isomorphic to Ψ∗(L).
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4.4 List of exercises given on December 12, 2024

STILL TO BE PROCESSED!

Exercise 4.16. (2pt) Show that a right action of a group G on a manifold M is proper if and only
if for any compact K ⊂M , {g ∈ G : Kg ∩K 6= ∅} ⊂ G is compact.

Exercise 4.17. Let G be a Lie group and let (g, [·, ·]) be its Lie algebra. Recall that a Lie sub-algebra
of g is any vector subspace h ⊂ g with the property that [u, v] ∈ h for all u, v ∈ h.

A foliation on G, interpreted as an involutive sub-bundle F ⊂ TG, is called G-invariant if it is
stable under the (differentials of the) left translations Lg : G→ G,Lg(x) = g · x, i.e.,

(dLg)x(Fx) = Fgx ∀ g, x ∈ G.

Show that the map that associates to F to its fiber at the identity element e of G (hence sends F to
Fe ⊂ TeG = g), provides a bijection:G-invariant foliations

F ⊂ TG

 ←̃→
Lie subalgebras

h of g



Exercise 4.18. Let M be a manifold endowed with a free action of a connected Lie group G, and
consider the associated infinitesimal action

ρ : g→ X(M).

(a) Show that
F := {ρx(u) : u ∈ g, x ∈M} ⊂ TM

is a smooth sub-bundle of the vector bundle TM .
(b) Show that F ⊂ TM is an involutive sub-bundle of TM .
(c) Show that for each x ∈M ,

ix : G→M, g 7→ x · g

makes G into an immersed submanifold of M , which is an integral of F .

Exercise 4.19. Let G be a connected Lie group, with Lie algebra denoted g. Recall that any v ∈ g
can be left translated giving rise to a vector field #»v ∈ X(G),

#»v g := (dLg)e(v) ∈ TgG, (g ∈ G).

On the other hand, a vector field V ∈ X(G) is called left invariant if (dLg)x(Vx) = Vgx for all g, x ∈ G.

(a) show that each #»v is left invariant and, conversely any left invariant vector field on G is of
this form.
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To work with vector fields and forms on G it is useful to fix a basis {e1, . . . , er} of the Lie algebra g
and consider the constants cki,j ∈ R obtained by writing out the Lie bracket of g on the basis:

[ei, ej ] =
∑
i,j,k

cki,jek.

By left translating, we obtain r left-invariant vector fields on G

E1 = #»v 1, . . . , Er = #»v r.

(b) show that {E1, . . . , Er} is a frame of TG.

Passing to dual bases, we find r one-forms on G,

θ1, . . . , θr ∈ Ω1(G)

uniquely determined by the condition θi(Ej) = δij for all i and j.

(c) show that dθk =
∑
i,j c

k
i,jθi ∧ θj.

Next we move to connections on TG.

(d) Show that there is a connection ∇ on TG with the property that

∇X(Y ) =
1

2
[X,Y ]

for all X,Y ∈ X(G) that are left-invariant.
(e) Show that ∇ is torsion free.

On the other hand, since we have a frame on TG, namely E = {E1, . . . , Er} the connection ∇ is
completely encoded by the corresponding connection matrix (w.r.t. E), denoted here

ω = (ωij)1≤i,j≤r ∈Mr(Ω
1(G)).

(f) Show that ωij = 1
2

∑
p c

i
p,jθ

p.

Next we want to bring in Riemannian metrics B on G into the discussion. We say that B is left
invariant if

Bgx (dLg)x(Vx), (dLg)x(Wx)) = Bx(Vx,Wx)

for all g, x ∈ G, Vx,Wx ∈ TxG.

(g) Explain how an arbitrary inner product b : g×g→ R gives rise to a left-invariant Riemannian

metric
#»

b on G which, at the unit e ∈ G, is precisely b. Conclude that this gives rise to a
bijection between inner products on g and left invariant Riemannian metrics on G.

On the other hand, one can also talk about right-invariant metrics B, using the right translations
Rg, with Rg(x) = xg. We say that B is bi-invariant if it is both left as well as right invariant.

(h) Show that bi-invariant metrics B are in bijection with inner products b : g× g→ R satisfying
the invariance condition

b(adg(v), adg(w)) = b(v, w)

for all g ∈ G and v, w ∈ g, where adg : g→ g is the differential at e ∈ G of the map G→ G,
x 7→ g · x · g−1.

It may be interesting to know that such bi-invariant metrics often exist- e.g. they exist for all compact
Lie groups G. Also, because G is connected, one can show (and you can use that without proving it)
that the invariance condition on b is equivalent to the equation
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b([u, v], w) + b(v, [u,w]) = 0 ∀ u, v, w ∈ g.

(i) show that a left invariant Riemannian metric B on G is bi-invariant if and only if ∇ from d)
is the Levi-Civita connection associated to B.

Next, recall that the exponential map exp : g→ G was defined so that, for each v ∈ g,

γ : R→ G, γ(t) = exp(tv)

is an integral curve of #»v starting at e ∈ G.

(j) Assuming that B is bi-invariant, show that each of the curves γ(t) = exp(tv) are also geodesics
of (G,B).

(k) So, as conclusion: what is the relationship between the exponential map from Lie theory and
the exponential map for Riemannian manifolds?
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Previous exams

5.1 Retake Diff Geom mastermath, February 12, 2026

Note: Please explain what you do and provide as many details as possible!!!!

Exercise 5.1 (3pts). Let M be a manifold and J : TM → TM be a vector bundle morphism. Show
that:

(a) the operation that associates to two vector fields X,Y ∈ X(M) the new vector field

NJ(X,Y ) = J
(

[JX,Y ] + [X, JY ]
)
− J2

(
[X,Y ]

)
− [JX, JY ]

defines a 2-form on M with coefficients in TM , NJ ∈ Ω2(M,TM);
(b) if NJ = 0 and the image FJ := J(TM) ⊂ TM is of constant rank, then FJ defines a foliation on

M .
(c) if, furthermore, J3 = −J then, for each leaf L ⊂ M of the foliation FJ, the restriction J|TL :

TL→ TL defines a complex structure on L.

Exercise 5.2 (0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 1= 2.5pts). We consider the trivial vector bundle of rank two
over S2,

E = S2 × R2,

and, as usual, we interpret the sections of E as pairs (f, g) of functions f, g : S2 → R. For ε ∈ R we
set θε := xdy + εydx ∈ Ω1(S2) and we consider the connection ∇ε on E given by

∇εX(f, g) = (LX(f) + gθε(X), fθε(X) + LX(g)) .

(a) what is the connection matrix of ∇ε w.r.t. the canonical basis of E?
(b) what is the curvature matrix of ∇ε w.r.t. the canonical basis?
(c) when ε = 1, prove that the resulting parallel transport along any curve γ : [0, 1]→ S2 with the

property that γ(0) = γ(1) is the identity map;
(d) when ε = −1, compute the parallel transport along the curve γ(t) = (cos t, sin t, 0).

Exercise 5.3 (1+1= 2pts). Consider CP4, seen as an 8-dimensional real manifold.

(a) show that the following elements in the cohomology of CP4

69
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p2(TCP4),
(
p1(TCP4)

)2
have the same degree, but these elements are different from each other.

(b) deduce that CP4 cannot be embedded in R11.

Exercise 5.4 (0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 1= 3pts). Prove the following:

(a) The first column c1(A) ∈ R3 of any matrix A ∈ SO(3) is an element of S2, while the second
and the third columns can be interpreted as tangent vectors to S2 at c1(A).

(b) The resulting map c1 : SO(3)→ S2 is a submersion.
(c) The following formula defines an action • of S1 on SO(3):

A • z := A

1 0 0
0 x y
0 −y x

 for A ∈ SO(3), z = x+ iy ∈ S1

(d) With respect to this action, c1 : SO(3)→ S2 is a principal S1-bundle.
(e) We now associate to this principal S1-bundle the vector bundle E obtained by attaching the

fiber R2 using the representation of S1 on R2 given by

r : S1 → GL2(R) = GL(R2), x+ iy 7→
(
x y
−y x

)
.

You are asked to prove that E is isomorphic to the tangent bundle TS2.
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5.2 Exam Diff Geom mastermath, January 15, 2026

Exercise 5.5 (0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 0.5+ 1+ 1+ 1= 5.5pts).
Let M be a manifold endowed with a Riemannian metric g and a foliation F (interpreted as an

involutive sub-bundle F ⊂ TM).
By an F-connection on a vector bundle N over M we mean a bilinear map

∇ : Γ (F)× Γ (N )→ Γ (N )

satisfying the usual identities ∇fV (s) = f∇V (s), ∇V (fs) = f∇V (s) + LV (f)s for all f ∈ C∞(M),
s ∈ Γ (N ), V ∈ Γ (F) (hence the standard notion of connection on N is obtained when F = TM).
Similarly, we say that ∇ is F-flat if ∇[V,W ] = [∇V ,∇W ] for all V,W ∈ Γ (F). Given an F-connection
∇ on N prove that

(a) There exists a connection ∇̃ on N which extends ∇ in the sense that ∇V (s) = ∇̃V (s) for all
V ∈ Γ (F) and s ∈ Γ (N ).

(b) For any leaf L ⊂M of F , there exists an induced connection ∇L on N|L,

∇L : X(L)× Γ (N|L)→ Γ (N|L),

which is canonical (in the sense that it does not depend on the choices one might make to
describe it) and has the property that ∇V (s)|L = ∇LV |L(s|L) for all V ∈ Γ (F) and s ∈ Γ (N )

(note: for V ∈ Γ (F) one has V |L ∈ X(L) because, at any x ∈ L, one has Vx ∈ Fx = TxL).

Assume now that N is the orthogonal of F in TM w.r.t. g,

N =
{
Y ∈ TM : g(V, Y ) = 0 ∀ V ∈ F

}
⊂ TM.

and consider the corresponding orthogonal projection prN : TM → N (sending X ∈ TM to the
unique element Y ∈ N such that X − Y ∈ F). Prove that

(c) The formula ∇NV (Y ) := prN ([V, Y ]) defines an F-connection ∇N on N .

(d) ∇N is F-flat.

(e) For any leaf L of F , TM |L and F|L have the same Pontryagin classes.

We now consider the Levi-Civita connection ∇LC associated to g. Prove that:

(f) The operators ∇LCV with V ∈ Γ (F) preserve Γ (N ) (i.e. ∇LCV (Γ (N )) ⊂ Γ (N ) for all V ∈
Γ (F)) if and only if they preserve Γ (F).

(g) the following are equivalent:

(g1) ∇LC is an extension of ∇N : ∇NV (Y ) = ∇LCV (Y ) for all V ∈ Γ (F), Y ∈ Γ (N )
(g2) ∇LC preserves F : ∇LCX (Γ (F)) ⊂ Γ (F) for all X ∈ X(M)

When the equivalent conditions from the last items hold we say that g and F are compatible. When
that happens prove that:

(h) any geodesic γ of (M, g) with the property that γ̇(0) ∈ F must be a leafwise curve, i.e. there
exists a leaf L of M such that γ(t) ∈ L for all t.
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Exercise 5.6 (0.5+ 0.5+ 1= 2pts).
Let E = M × R be the trivial line bundle over a manifold M , let θ ∈ Ω1(M) be a 1-form and

define the connection ∇θ on E which, after the identification Γ (E) ∼= C∞(M), is given by

∇θ : X(M)× C∞(M)→ C∞(M), ∇θX(f) = LX(f) + fθ(X).

(a) compute the curvature of ∇θ in terms of θ
(b) a path u in E = M × R has two components, namely a path γu in M and a path fu in R. For

u = (γu, fu), describe the components of ∇
θu
dt .

(c) given a path γ : [0, 1] → M with γ(0) = γ(1), show that the induced parallel transport, w.r.t.
∇θ, along γ, from t = 0 to 1, T 0,1

γ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(0), is the multiplication by the real number

exp
(
−
∫

[0,1]
γ∗θ
)

.

Exercise 5.7 (1+ 1+ 1+ 1= 4pts).
Prove that:

(a) If a compact manifold P admits a free action of S1 then P can be written as the boundary
of a compact manifold Q (hint: it may be useful to remember the last homework. Otherwise:
C ⊃ D2 ⊃ ∂D2 = S1 carries an action of S1 and use fiber attachment).

(b) If a manifold P of dimension n = 4k can be written P = ∂Q with Q compact orientable
manifold with boundary, then pk(TP ) = 0 for all k ≥ 1.

Consider now P = CPn. Recall that the tangent bundle TCPn (a complex vector bundle) is related
to the tautological line bundle L and the trivial complex line bundle T over CPn via isomorphisms

TCPn ⊕ T ∼= L∗ ⊕ . . .⊕ L∗︸ ︷︷ ︸
n+1 times

.

You are allowed to use this isomorphism and the fact that u := −c1(L) ∈ H2(CPn) has the property
that un 6= 0; any other formulas that you may be aware from the homeworks have to be proven.
Seeing CPn as a real 2n-dimensional manifold, prove now that:

(A) for n = 2k + 1, CP2k+1 can be written as the boundary of a compact orientable manifold.
(B) for n = 2k, CP2k cannot be written as the boundary of a compact orientable manifold.

Notes:

• Please explain your answers.
• The order of the exercises is random.
• The maximum mark is 10, hence you may skip some questions. If you skip one, you can still make

use of it in the questions that follow.
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Notes: Please explain your answers. The maximum mark is 10, hence you may skip some questions. If
you skip one, you can still make use of it. Choose wisely.

Exercise 5.8 (6 x 0.5+1= 4pts). Let M = S2 = {(x, y, z) ∈ R3 : x2 + y2 + z2 = 1}, over which
we consider the vector bundle E := TS2. We also consider the following

ex = z
∂

∂y
− y ∂

∂z
, ey = x

∂

∂z
− z ∂

∂x
, ez = y

∂

∂x
− x ∂

∂y
. (?)

Since S2 ⊂ R3, we can view E as a sub-bundle of the trivial bundle Ẽ = S2 × R3. We will also use
the orthogonal projection w.r.t. the standard inner product on R3,

prE : Ẽ → E,

and the connection ∇ on E obtained by projecting the usual flat connection on Ẽ:

∇ : X(S2)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prE

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (Ẽ)

 ,

or, if you prefer the dual point of view, d∇ : Γ (E)→ Ω1(S2, E), d∇(s) = prE(d∇flat(s)).

(a) Describe the largest U ⊂ S2 over which {ex, ey} is a local frame of TS2.
(b) Consider the similar local frame {ex, ez} over the corresponding V ⊂ S2 and compute the

transition functions from {ex, ey} to {ex, ez} .

(c) Show that prE
(
∂
∂x

)
= yez − zey = ∂

∂x − x
(
x ∂
∂x + y ∂

∂y + z ∂
∂z

)
.

(d) Show that d∇(ex) = −x · (dx⊗ ex + dy ⊗ ey + dz ⊗ ez).
(e) Compute the connection matrix ω of ∇ w.r.t. {ex, ey}.
(f) From the general theory it follows that for any path γ in S2 and any path ξ in E = TS2

sitting above γ, we can talk about ∇ξdt , which is a new path in E above γ. Writing γ(t) =
(x(t), y(t), z(t)) and denoting by f(t), g(t) and h(t) the components of ξ(t) obtained by writing

ξ(t) = f(t)

(
∂

∂x

)
γ(t)

+ g(t)

(
∂

∂y

)
γ(t)

+ h(t)

(
∂

∂z

)
γ(t)

prove that the similar components of ∇ξdt are

ḟ + x(ẋf + ẏg + żh), ġ + y(ẋf + ẏg + żh), ḣ+ z(ẋf + ẏg + żh).

(g) For γ(t) = (0, cos t, sin t) show that the parallel transport T 0,t
γ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(t), sends ∂

∂z to

− sin t · ∂∂y + cos t · ∂∂z .

Exercise 5.9 (0.5+1= 1.5pts). Consider the orthonormal frame bundle Fr(E, g) of E = TS2

w.r.t. the inner product induced from the standard inner product on R3.

(a) Prove that Fr(E, g) is diffeomorphic to O(3).
(b) By the general theory, Fr(E, g) is a principal O(2)-bundle over S2. Via the diffeomorphism

from the previous item, one obtains a principal O(2)-bundle structure on O(3). Describe
explicitly its projection and the O(2)-action.
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Exercise 5.10 (11 x 0.5= 5.5pts). Recall that an almost complex structure J : TM → TM
on a manifold M makes each tangent space TxM into a complex vector space. Recall also that the
Nijenhuis tensor of J is defined by

N : X(M)× X(M) −→ X(M), N (X,Y ) = [X,Y ] + J([JX, Y ] + [X, JY ])− [JX, JY ].

Assume now that J is an arbitrary almost complex structure on M . Prove that

(a) J gives rise to a 2-form with coefficients N ∈ Ω2(M,TM).
(b) at each p ∈M the resulting Np : TpM × TpM → TpM is C-bilinear.
(c) if V ∈ X(M) is nowhere vanishing then V and JV are linearly independent.
(d) J is automatically integrable when dimM = 2.
(e) When dimM = 2, under the extra assumption that around any point of M one can find a

nowhere vanishing vector field V such that [V, JV ] = 0, prove that J is integrable without
using the Newlander-Nirenberg theorem.

From now on assume M = S2 and, for p = (x, y, z) ∈ S2, define Jp by:

a
∂

∂x
+ b

∂

∂y
+ c

∂

∂z︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈TpS2

Jp7−→ (cy − bz) ∂
∂x

+ (az − cx)
∂

∂y
+ (bx− ay)

∂

∂z︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈TpR3

.

(f) Prove that J is an almost complex structure on S2.
(g) For the vector fields (?), compute Jex and the similar ones in terms of ex, ey, ez.
(h) Next, you may use the identities [ex, ey] = ez, [ey, ez] = ex, [ez, ex] = ey. Prove now one of the

the following identities

[Jex, ey] = 0, [Jex, Jey] = −ez, [ex, Jey] = −[Jex, ey] = Jez

(which, together with their analogues, you can use from now on).
(i) Deduce that J is integrable and V := yez − (z − 1)ey commutes with JV .
(j) Show that the stereographic projection with respect to the north pole

χ : S2 \ {pN} → R2, χ(x, y, z) =

(
x

1− z
,

y

1− z

)
,

(
with inverse

(
2u

u2 + v2 + 1
,

2v

u2 + v2 + 1
,
u2 + v2 − 1

u2 + v2 + 1

)
←− [ (u, v)

)
is a complex chart for (S2, J).

(k) Show that the connection from the first exercise is a connection on the complex vector bundle
(TS2, J).

Exercise 5.11 (1.5+ 1.5= 3pts). We endow the tangent bundle TS2 with the complex structure
from the previous exercise and consider its first Chern class, denoted

c1 = c1(TS2) ∈ H2(S2).

In the previous exercise one can go on and compute the curvature matrix of ∇ (a 1×1 matrix, hence
just a form), and find that the curvature k∇ is a non-zero multiple of the area form of S2. Using this,
prove that:

(a) S2 does not admit a nowhere vanishing vector field.
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(b) There does not exist a morphism of trivial complex vector bundle over S2, f : S2×C2 → S2×C,
whose kernel is TS2 (as a complex vector bundle).

Beaware: This exercise can be solved even if you did not answer any of the questions from the other
exercises!

Exercise 5.12 (1.5pts). Prove that S3, together with the right action of S1 given by

(x, y, z, t) • (a, b) = (ax− by, ay + bx, az − bt, at+ bz),

and together with the map

H : S3 −→ S2, H(x, y, z, t) = (x2 + y2 − z2 − t2, 2(yz − tx), 2(ty + xz)),

is a principal S1-bundle over S2.

Exercise 5.13 (2x1= 2 pts). By a flag-structure on an r-dimensional vector space V we mean a
sequence of vector subspaces

V1 ⊂ V2 ⊂ . . . ⊂ Vr−1 ⊂ Vr = V

where each Vk is k-dimensional.

(a) Find a group G ⊂ GLr such that flag-structures on V are in 1-1 correspondence with G-structures
on V . What are the adapted frames?

(b) Go on and describe the resulting theory of flag-structures on manifolds, similar to the other
examples we have discussed in the class.

Exercise 5.14 (7 pts). We consider the tautological complex line bundle L over CPn. From its very
definition, L is a vector sub-bundle of the trivial vector bundle E = CPn × Cn+1. We also consider
the orthogonal complement of L in E,

L⊥ := {(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l},

where the orthogonality ⊥ is with respect to the standard hermitian product on Cn+1:

h : Cn+1 × Cn+1 → C, h(z, z′) = z0z′0 + z1z′1 + . . .+ znz′n.

Similar to what we did in the class and homeworks, but now working with L⊥ instead of L, we use
the standard (flat) connection ∇flat on the trivial bundle E followed by the orthogonal projection on
L⊥ to build a connection ∇ on L⊥. In more detail, we consider:

- on E: the canonical frame

e0 = (1, 0, . . . , 0), e1 = (0, 1, . . . , 0), en = (0, 0, . . . , 1).

and the connection ∇flat defined by ∇flat(ej) = d∇flat(ej) = 0.
- for each l ∈ CPn, the orthogonal projection onto l⊥ with respect to h,

prl⊥ : Cn+1 → l⊥.

Hence prl⊥(z) is the unique point in l⊥ with the property that z− prl⊥(z) ∈ l. This gives rise to
a morphism of vector bundles
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prL⊥ : E → L⊥.

All together, the connection ∇ on L⊥ is

∇ : X(CPn)× Γ (L⊥)→ Γ (L⊥), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prL⊥

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)

 ,

or, if you prefer the dual point of view,

d∇ : Γ (L⊥)→ Ω1(CPn, L⊥), d∇(s) = prL⊥(d∇flat(s)).

We also consider the standard charts (Uj , χj) of CPn, 0 ≤ j ≤ n. For instance,

U0 := {[1 : z1 : . . . : zn] : z1, . . . , zn ∈ Cn}, χ0 : U0 → Cn,
U0 3 [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]

χ07−→ (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn.

(a) show that
fj := −zje0 + ej , for j ∈ {1, . . . , n}

form a local frame of L⊥ over U0.
(b) describe the similar frame f′ of L⊥ over U1 and compute the transition functions from f to f′.
(c) Show that, in the chart (U0, χ0) (hence at points [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]),

prL⊥(e0) = − z1

1 + |z|2
f1 − . . .−

zn
1 + |z|2

fn.

(where z = (z1, . . . , zn)).
(d) Compute the connection matrix ω of ∇ w.r.t. f, in the chart χ0.
(e) Compute the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. f, in the chart χ0.
(f) Recall that the first Chern class of L is an non-zero element

a ∈ H2(CPn).

Compute the Chern classes of L⊥ in terms of a.
(g) Consider the orthonormal frame bundles Fr(L⊥, h) associated to L⊥ with the inner product

induced from the h mentioned above. That is a principal U(n)-bundle over CPn. We pull it back
to S2n+1 ⊂ Cn via the Hopf map

π : S2n+1 → CPn, π(z0, z1, . . . , zn) = [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn].

Show that π∗Fr(L⊥, h) is diffeomorphic to U(n+ 1).

Notes:

- the mark for this exam is the minimum between the number of points that you collect and 10.
- Please motivate your answers. Explain what you do. Specify what you use. Provide the details.
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Exercise 5.15 (4x0.5= 2 pts). Let (M, g) be a Riemannian manifold and assume that F ⊂ TM
is a distribution on M . We denote by F⊥ ⊂ TM the orthogonal of F with respect to g and by

prN : TM → F⊥

the orthogonal projection with respect to g. Finally, define

ζ : Γ (F)× Γ (F)→ Γ (F⊥), ζ(V,W ) = prN ([V,W ]) .

(a) Show that ζ is C∞(M)-linear in V and W .
(b) Deduce that ζ may be interpreted as a section of a vector bundle over M . Which vector bundle

is that?
(c) Show that F defines a foliation on M if and only if ζ = 0.
(d) Prove that F⊥ is isomorphic to the normal bundle TM/F .

Exercise 5.16 (1.5pts). Prove that S3, together with the right action of S1 given by

(x, y, z, t) • (a, b) = (ax− by, ay + bx, az − bt, at+ bz),

and together with the map

H : S3 −→ S2, H(x, y, z, t) = (x2 + y2 − z2 − t2, 2(yz − tx), 2(ty + xz)),

is a principal S1-bundle over S2.

Exercise 5.17 (2x1= 2 pts). By a flag-structure on an r-dimensional vector space V we mean a
sequence of vector subspaces

V1 ⊂ V2 ⊂ . . . ⊂ Vr−1 ⊂ Vr = V

where each Vk is k-dimensional.

(a) Find a group G ⊂ GLr such that flag-structures on V are in 1-1 correspondence with G-structures
on V . What are the adapted frames?

(b) Go on and describe the resulting theory of flag-structures on manifolds, similar to the other
examples we have discussed in the class.

Exercise 5.18 (7 pts). We consider the tautological complex line bundle L over CPn. From its very
definition, L is a vector sub-bundle of the trivial vector bundle E = CPn × Cn+1. We also consider
the orthogonal complement of L in E,

L⊥ := {(l, v) ∈ CPn × Cn+1 : v ⊥ l},

where the orthogonality ⊥ is with respect to the standard hermitian product on Cn+1:

h : Cn+1 × Cn+1 → C, h(z, z′) = z0z′0 + z1z′1 + . . .+ znz′n.

Similar to what we did in the class and homeworks, but now working with L⊥ instead of L, we use
the standard (flat) connection ∇flat on the trivial bundle E followed by the orthogonal projection on
L⊥ to build a connection ∇ on L⊥. In more detail, we consider:

- on E: the canonical frame

e0 = (1, 0, . . . , 0), e1 = (0, 1, . . . , 0), en = (0, 0, . . . , 1).



78 5 Previous exams

and the connection ∇flat defined by ∇flat(ej) = d∇flat(ej) = 0.
- for each l ∈ CPn, the orthogonal projection onto l⊥ with respect to h,

prl⊥ : Cn+1 → l⊥.

Hence prl⊥(z) is the unique point in l⊥ with the property that z− prl⊥(z) ∈ l. This gives rise to
a morphism of vector bundles

prL⊥ : E → L⊥.

All together, the connection ∇ on L⊥ is

∇ : X(CPn)× Γ (L⊥)→ Γ (L⊥), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := prL⊥

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)

 ,

or, if you prefer the dual point of view,

d∇ : Γ (L⊥)→ Ω1(CPn, L⊥), d∇(s) = prL⊥(d∇flat(s)).

We also consider the standard charts (Uj , χj) of CPn, 0 ≤ j ≤ n. For instance,

U0 := {[1 : z1 : . . . : zn] : z1, . . . , zn ∈ Cn}, χ0 : U0 → Cn,
U0 3 [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]

χ07−→ (z1, . . . , zn) ∈ Cn.

(a) show that
fj := −zje0 + ej , for j ∈ {1, . . . , n}

form a local frame of L⊥ over U0.
(b) describe the similar frame f′ of L⊥ over U1 and compute the transition functions from f to f′.
(c) Show that, in the chart (U0, χ0) (hence at points [1 : z1 : . . . : zn]),

prL⊥(e0) = − z1

1 + |z|2
f1 − . . .−

zn
1 + |z|2

fn.

(where z = (z1, . . . , zn)).
(d) Compute the connection matrix ω of ∇ w.r.t. f, in the chart χ0.
(e) Compute the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. f, in the chart χ0.
(f) Recall that the first Chern class of L is an non-zero element

a ∈ H2(CPn).

Compute the Chern classes of L⊥ in terms of a.
(g) Consider the orthonormal frame bundles Fr(L⊥, h) associated to L⊥ with the inner product

induced from the h mentioned above. That is a principal U(n)-bundle over CPn. We pull it back
to S2n+1 ⊂ Cn via the Hopf map

π : S2n+1 → CPn, π(z0, z1, . . . , zn) = [z0 : z1 : . . . : zn].

Show that π∗Fr(L⊥, h) is diffeomorphic to U(n+ 1).

Notes:

- the mark for this exam is the minimum between the number of points that you collect and 10.
- Please motivate your answers. Explain what you do. Specify what you use. Provide the details.



5.5 Exam Differential Geometry, Jan 12 2022, 14.00–17.00 79

5.5 Exam Differential Geometry, Jan 12 2022, 14.00–17.00

• please do not forget to clearly write your name on each sheet of paper you hand in.
• PLEASE PROVIDE ALL DETAILS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
• each question except the first one is worth 0.5 points. The final mark is the minimum between 10 and

the points that you gather. Please notice that the overall total is 12 pts, so you do not have to answer
all questions to achieve the maximum mark.

• regarding the questions that you do not know how to solve, or for which you do not remember the
necessary concepts: just skip, and you are allowed to use them in the questions that follow. For
instance, you can skip (6) but use it to solve (7), or skip (8) but use it to solve (9) and or (10), or
skip (18) but use it to solve (19).

Exercise 5.19 (1pt). Prove that a line bundle L → M is trivializable if and only if it admits a
nowhere vanishing section.

Exercise 5.20. Let (E,∇E) be a complex vector bundle with connection over a base manifold M .
Recall that by the Serre–Swan theorem we can identify the sections of E∗ by smooth map φ :
Γ (M,E)→ C∞(M) that are C∞(M)-linear:

φ(fs) = fφ(s), for f ∈ C∞(M), s ∈ Γ (M,E).

a) Show that the following formula defines a connection ∇E∗ on E∗

(∇E
∗

X φ)(s) := X(φ(s))− φ(∇EX(s)), X ∈ X(M).

b) Let ei be a local frame of E and let ω be the resulting connection matrix of ∇E (allowing us
to represent ∇ as d+ ω). For E∗ we use the dual local frame f j defined by f j(ei) = δji ; show
that the resulting connection matrix of ∇E∗ is −ωtr.

c) How are the curvatures of ∇E and ∇E∗ related? Use this to show that

c1(E∗) = −c1(E).

Exercise 5.21. In this exercise we will work over the complex projective space CP1 consisting of
complex lines l ⊂ C2 (through the origin), parametrized by pairs (z1, z2) ∈ S3 ⊂ C2, where the line
through (z1, z2) is denoted [z1 : z2].

(a) Recall that the tautological line bundle over CP1 is the complex rank one vector sub-bundle of
the trivial vector bundle E := CP1 × C2,

L ⊂ CP1 × C2 =: E

consisting of pairs
(l, ξ) = ([z1 : z2], (ξ1, ξ2)) ∈ CP1 × C2

with the property that ξ ∈ l or, equivalently, ξ1 = z · z1, ξ2 = z · z2 for some z ∈ C. We denote
by {e1, e2} the canonical frame of the trivial vector bundle E (e1(l) = (l, (1, 0)) etc), so that an
section s of L can be written as

s(l) = f1(l)e1 + f2(l)e2 (∗)

with f1, f2 : CP1 → C smooth. Show that the condition on f1 and f2 that ensures that s given
by (∗) is a section of L is equivalent to the fact that
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f1([z1 : z2]) = z1 · g(z1, z2), f2([z1 : z2]) = z2 · g(z1, z2) (∗′)

for some g ∈ C∞(S3,C)S
1

, i.e., for some smooth function g : S3 → C satisfying

g(z1λ, z2λ) = λ−1g(z1, z2) ∀ (z1, z2) ∈ S3, λ ∈ S1.

(b) Show that, over the domain U of the standard chart of CP1

U = {[z1 : z2] ∈ CP1 : z0 6= 0} = {[1 : z] : z ∈ C} χU−→ C, [1 : z] −→ z,

the local section of L given by
eU ([1 : z]) = e1 + ze2

can be seen as a local frame of L over U and write down explicitly the corresponding trivialization
of L|U ∼= U × C.

(c) Consider the similar local section eV defined over V = {[z : 1] : z ∈ C}. Compute the resulting
transition function gUV : U ∩ V → GL(C).

(d) While Γ (L) ⊂ Γ (E), there is also a ”projection map”

pr : Γ (E)→ Γ (L), pr(s)(l) := prl(s(l))

where, for any line l ∈ CP1, prl : C2 → l is the orthogonal projection w.r.t. the usual hermitian
product h on C2 (h(z, z′) = z1z′1 + z2z′2). Show that:

prl(z) =
h(z, ξ)

h(ξ, ξ)
ξ, with ξ ∈ l a/any non-zero vector.

(e) The trivial vector bundle E carries the canonical flat connection ∇flat,

∇flat : X(CP1)× Γ (E)→ Γ (E);

combined with the inclusion Γ (L) ⊂ Γ (E) and pr, it induces a connection ∇ on L:

∇ : X(CP1)× Γ (L)→ Γ (L), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := pr

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)


Show that, over the domain U above, the connection matrix of L w.r.t. eU is given by

z

1 + |z|2
dz ∈ Ω1(U)

(or, more precisely, the pull-back of this formula via χU : U → C).

(f) According to the general theory, for any path u : I → L sitting above some path γ : I → CP1

(hence u(t) ∈ Lγ(t)), one can talk about the derivative ∇udt , which is again a path in L above γ.
Assume now that

γ(t) = [z1(t) : z2(t)] ∈ CP1, u(t) = a(t)e1(γ(t)) + b(t)e2(γ(t))

where, as above, {e1, e2} is the canonical frame of E. Show that

∇u
dt

(t) =
z1 · a′ + z2 · b′

|z1|2 + |z2|2
(z1e1 + z2e2).
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(g) For γ : [0, π]→ CP1, γ(t) = [1 : e2it], compute the resulting parallel transport

T 0,t
γ : Lγ(0) → Lγ(t).

(h) Compute the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. eU and show that the first Chern class of L,

c1(L) ∈ H2(CP1)

is non-zero (hint: by Stokes, it suffices to show that an integral in non-zero).
(i) Show that L does not admit any section that is nowhere vanishing.
(j) Show that L is not isomorphic to its (complex) dual.
(k) As above, we use the 3-sphere S3 interpreted as a subspace of C2 and we endow it with the right

action of S1 ⊂ C on S3 given by complex multiplication:

(z1, z2) · λ = (z1λ, z2λ), (∗∗)

as well as the Hopf map (which you may assume without proof is a submersion)

H : S3 → CP1, H(z1, z2) = [z1 : z2].

Show that H : S3 → CP1 is a principal S1-bundle.
(l) Show that S3 is isomorphic to the orthonormal frame bundle of L w.r.t. the hermitian metric h

used above.
(m) Show that the vector bundle obtained by attaching to the principal S1-bundle H : S3 → CP1 the

fiber C with respect to the representation ρ : S1 → GL(C), ρ(λ)(z) = λz, is isomorphic to the
tautological line bundle L:

E(S3,C) ∼= L.

(n) According to the general theory one obtains a bijection

Γ (L) ∼= C∞(S3,C)S
1

between the sections of L and functions g : S3 → C which are S1-equivariant. Explain that this
isomorphism is the one provided by item 2.

(o) In what follows, we identify the Lie algebra T1S
1 of S1 with R, by identifying the vector

d
dt

∣∣
t=0

eit ∈ T1S
1 with 1 ∈ R. According to the general theory, the action (∗∗) of S1 on S3

gives rise to an infinitesimal action
ρR : R→ X(S3).

Show that ρR sends 1 ∈ R to the vector field

V = −y1
∂

∂x1
+ x1

∂

∂y1
− y2

∂

∂x2
+ x2

∂

∂y2
,

where we use the real coordinates corresponding to z1 = x1 + iy1, z2 = x2 + iy2.
(p) Deduce that a connection 1-form on the principal S1-bundle h : S3 → CP1 is the same thing as

a 1-form ω ∈ Ω1(S3) with the property that

ω(V ) = 1, LV (ω) = 0.

(you may want to recall here that LV (ω) is related to the pull-back of ω along the flow φtV of V ;
what is the formula? what is the flow of V in this case?)

(q) Show that

ω := i (z1dz1 + z2dz2) = x1dy1 − y1dx1 + x2dy2 − y2dx2 ∈ Ω1(S3,R)
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defines a connection on the principal S1-bundle H : S3 → CP1.
(r) According to the general theory one also obtains a bijection

Ω1(CP1, L) ∼= Ω1(S3,C)S1−basic.

Show that it can be described as follows: start with θ ∈ Ω1(CP1, L); write θ similarly to (∗), i.e.,
use the inclusion Ω1(CP1, L) ⊂ Ω1(CP1, E) = Ω1(CP1,C2) to write

θ = θ1e1 + θ2e2, with θ1, θ2 ∈ Ω1(CP1,C);

then the (basic) form η ∈ Ω1(S3,C) that corresponds to θ is uniquely determined by the condition
analoguous to (∗′):

H∗(θ1) = z1 · η, H∗(θ2) = z2 · η.

(s) The general theory tells us that the connection ω on S3 gives rise to a connection∇ω on E(S3,C) ∼=
L determined by the commutative diagram:

Γ (L)
∇ω //

∼
��

Ω1(CP1, L)

∼
��

C∞(CP1,C)S
1

d+ρR(ω)
// Ω1(CP1,C)S1−basic

where the last horizontal map is f 7→ df + ρR(ω)(f), and ρR : R → gl(C) is the infinitesimal
counterpart of the representation ρ : S1 → GL(C). Show that ∇ω = ∇.
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5.6 Exam Differential Geometry (mastermath) 2015/2016

Exercise 5.22. In the lecture notes, during the discussion on symplectic forms and intrinsic torsion
(more precisely, in the proof of Lemma 4.51, with a bit of change in the notation) it is claimed that
for any symplectic vector space (W,ω) the sequence

Hom(W, gl(W,ω))
∂−→ Hom(Λ2W,W )

∂ω−→ Λ3W ∗

is exact in the middle, i.e. Im(∂) = Ker(∂ω), where

∂(ξ)(u, v) = ξ(u)(v)− ξ(v)(u),

∂ω(φ)(u, v, w) = ω(φ(u, v), w) + ω(φ(v, w), u) + ω(φ(w, u), v).

To show this, let φ ∈ Hom(Λ2W,W ) such that ∂ω(φ) = 0. To find ξ ∈ Hom(W, gl(W,ω)) such that
φ = ∂(ξ):

(a) Show that for any a, b ∈ R one can find a unique ξa,b ∈ Hom(V, gl(V )) such that

ω(ξa,b(u)(v), w) = a · ω(φ(u, v), w) + b · ω(φ(u,w), v) ∀ u, v, w ∈W.

(b) For which a and b does one have

φ(u, v) = ξa,b(u)(v)− ξa,b(v)(u) ∀ u, v ∈W?

(c) For which a and b does one have ξa,b ∈ Hom(W, gl(W,ω))?

Finally, conclude that φ is in the image of ∂. (this exercise is worth 1.5 points)

Exercise 5.23. Let V be an n-dimensional (real) vector space, W ⊂ V a linear subspace and ωW :
W ×W → R a linear symplectic form on W . We consider

GL(V,W, ω) = {g ∈ GL(V ) : g(W ) ⊂W, g|W ∈ GL(W,ω)}.

Show that:

(a) GL(V,W, ω) is a Lie group.
(b) the Lie algebra of GL(V,W, ω), viewed as a subspace of gl(V ), is:

gl(V,W, ω) = {A ∈ gl(V ) : A(W ) ⊂W,A|W ∈ gl(W,ω)}.

(c) We would like to understand the torsion space corresponding to gl(V,W, ω), T := T (gl(V,W, ω));
recall that it is defined as the cokernel of

∂ : Hom(V, gl(V,W, ω))→ Hom(Λ2V, V ), ∂(ξ)(u, v) = ξ(u)(v)− ξ(v)(u). (∗)

Consider the subspace HomW (Λ2V, V ) of Hom(Λ2V, V ) consisting of bilinear skew-symmetric
maps φ : V × V → V with the property that, when restricted to W ×W , they take values in W .
Define

∂ω : HomW (Λ2V, V ) −→ Λ3W ∗,

∂ω(φ)(u, v, w) = ω(φ(u, v), w) + ω(φ(v, w), u) + ω(φ(w, u), v).

Show that, for φ ∈ Hom(Λ2V, V ), the corresponding element [φ] ∈ T is zero (i.e. φ is in the image
of (∗) if and only if
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φ ∈ HomW (Λ2V, V ) and ∂ω(φ) = 0.

d. Remarking that HomW (Λ2V, V ) is the kernel of the map

pW : Hom(Λ2V, V ) −→ Hom(Λ2W,V/W ), pW (φ)(w1, w2) = φ(w1, w2) mod W,

deduce that one has a short exact sequence of vector spaces

0 −→ Λ3W ∗ −→ T pW−→ Hom(Λ2W,V/W ) −→ 0.

(this exercise is worth 2 points, with 0.5 points per item)

Exercise 5.24. Assume that F is a vector sub-bundle of TM and we look at ”k-differential forms
along F” (for any k) by which we mean sections of the vector bundle Γ (ΛkF∗). These are related to
the usual k-forms on M by the obvious restriction map

Ωk(M) −→ Γ (ΛkF∗), η 7→ η|F

which, pointwise, restricts a k-multilinear skew-symmetric form on TxM to one on Fx. We would
like talk about ”DeRham differential along F”,

dF : Γ (ΛkF∗)→ Γ (Λk+1F∗)

(defined for all k) such that it is compatible with the usual DeRham differential d in the sense that

dF (η|F ) = d(η)|F ∀ η ∈ Ωk(M).

Note that, since the restriction map is surjective, dF will be unique if it exists. Show that dF exists
if and only if F is involutive. (Hint: look first in low degrees. And do not forget about the Koszul
formula).

Exercise 5.25. An almost symplectic foliation on M is a pair (F , ωF ) where:

(a) F ⊂ TM is a vector sub-bundle of M .
(b) ωF ∈ Γ (Λ2F∗) is pointwise a linear symplectic form i.e., at each x ∈M , ωx (a bi-linear form

on Fx) is non-degenerate.

We say that (F , ωF ) is a symplectic foliation if:

(c) F is involutive (hence a foliation).
(d) ωF is closed along F i.e., using the dF from the previous exercise, dF (ωF ) = 0.

Given an almost symplectic foliation (F , ωF ), we say that a connection ∇ on TM is compatible
with (F , ωF ) if:

∇X(V ) ∈ Γ (F) ∀ V ∈ Γ (F),

LX(ωF (V,W )) = ωF (∇X(V ),W ) + ωF (V,∇X(W )) ∀ X ∈ X(M), V,W ∈ Γ (F).

Prove that that the existence of such a connection, which is also torsion free, implies that (F , ωF ) is
a symplectic foliation. (this exercise is worth 1 point)

Exercise 5.26. Finally, we look at (almost) symplectic foliations from the point of view of G-
structures. We fix n and p and we consider almost symplectic foliations (F , ωF ) of rank p on n-
dimensional manifolds M .
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(a) Describe a Lie group G ⊂ GLn (depending on p) such that such rank p almost symplectic
foliations correspond to G-structures on M . Explain the correspondence.

(b) Show that linear G-structures on an n-dimensional vector space V correspond to pairs (W,ω)
where W ⊂ V is a p-dimensional vector subspace and ω is a linear symplectic form on W .

(c) Show that a connection ∇ on TM is compatible with (F , ωF ) in the sense of the previous exercise
if and only if it is compatible with the corresponding G-structure.

(d) Explain how the previous exercise is a consequence of the general properties of G-structures.
(e) Show that (F , ωF ) is a symplectic foliation if and only if the intrinsic torsion of the corresponding

G-structure vanishes.
(f) Show that the vanishing of the intrinsic torsion implies integrability. Moreover, explain the mean-

ing of integrability in this case (what is the local model?).

(this exercise is worth 5 points: 1.5 points for each of the items c. and e., and 0.5 points for each of
the other items)

Remark: The points assigned to the various items do not reflect the difficulty of the items but their
importance for evaluating you knowledge (for instance, the very last item is by far the most difficult one,
but it is worth only 0.5 points).



86 5 Previous exams

5.7 Take-home exam for the master course ”Differential Geometry” -
January 4, 2014, to be handed in by February 3, 2014-

Exercise 1 (about the intrinsic torsion and foliations)
The goal of this exercise is to compute the intrinsic torsion of p-dimensional distributions viewed as

G-structures. See sections 1.5 and 2.5 of the lecture notes for more details on distributions and their
integrated counterparts foliations. It is strongly recommended to read and understand the examples of
section 5.7 as a preparation for this exercise.

The linear picture: let V be an n-dimensional vector space and W ⊂ V a p-dimensional vector subspace.
Define the Lie group GL(V,W ) = {g ∈ GL(V ) | g(W ) ⊂W}. Its Lie algebra is given by:

gl(V,W ) = {A ∈ gl(V ) | A(W ) ⊂W}

A linear G-structure corresponding to a choice of a subspace W is called a p-direction. The standard
model of p-directions is (V,W ) = (Rn,Rp) with symmetry group GL(Rn,Rp). Thus, a p-direction is a
linear GL(Rn,Rp)-structure.

The global picture: a GL(Rn,Rp)-structure F on an n-dimensional manifold M is called a p-dimensional
distribution. Fix such a structure F . Note that we will denote by F both the GL(Rn,Rp)-structure (choice
of frames) and the distribution (choice of subspaces of TM).

(a) Let ∇ : X(M)×X(M)→ X(M) be a connection on M compatible with F . Give a global description
of the compatibility condition on ∇ in terms of Γ (F) (i.e. ∇ is compatible with F if and only if ...).
Recall that Γ (F) is the set of vector fields tangent to the distribution F .

(b) Recall that we have the map ∂ : Hom(V, gl(V,W ))→ Hom(Λ2V, V ) and the associated torsion space
T (gl(V,W )). Prove the following linear isomorphism:

T (gl(V,W )) ∼= Hom(Λ2W,V/W )

(c) Choose a connection ∇ compatible with F and compute the intrinsic torsion T̄ of F (hint: use
the equivariance of T̄ together with your findings from question 2 to view T̄ as a section of
Hom(Λ2F , TM/F), i.e. the vector bundle whose fiber at x ∈M is Hom(Λ2Fx, TxM/Fx)).

1. Prove that the intrinsic torsion vanishes if and only if F is involutive (hence, by the theorem of
Frobenius, if and only if F is integrable).

Exercise 2 (about the Hopf fibration)
The next exercise discusses various descriptions and aspects of the Hopf fibration

π : S3 −→ S2, π(x, y, z, t) = (x2 + y2 − z2 − t2, 2(yz − tx), 2(ty + xz)),

which is a principal S1-bundle, with the S1-action on S3:

(x, y, z, t) · (a, b) = (ax− by, ay + bx, az − bt, at+ bz).

In complex coordinates, writing

S3 = {(z0, z1) ∈ C2 : |z0|2 + |z1|2 = 1},

the projection becomes
π(z0, z1) = (|z0|2 − |z1|2, iz0z1)

and the action is given by
(z0, z1) · λ := (z0λ, z1λ). (5.7.1)

We first fix some notations regarding the spaces we will be using.
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• the space of quaternions:
H = {x+ iy + jz + kt : x, y, z, t ∈ R}

where we recall that i2 = j2 = k2 = −1, ij = k, jk = i, ki = j and, for

u = x+ iy + jz + kt ∈ H

one defines
u∗ = x+ iy + jz + kt, |x| =

√
uu∗ =

√
x2 + y2 + z2 + t2.

Note that S3 can be interpreted now as the space of quaternionic numbers of norm 1; as a consequence,
using the multiplication of quaternions, S3 becomes a group (incidentally, note that this is isomorphic
to SU(2)- but this will not be used below).

• the groups
SO(n) = {A ∈ GLn(R : A tA = Id, det(A) = 1}.

These groups will be used for n ∈ {2, 3}, when we use the identification and inclusion

S1 ∼→ SO(2) ↪→ SO(3),

cos(α) + i sin(α)
∼→
(

cos(α) sin(α)
− sin(α) cos(α)

)
→

1 0 0
0 cos(α) sin(α)
0 − sin(α) cos(α)

 (5.7.2)

In particular, consider the right action of S1 on SO(3) coming from this inclusion and the multiupli-
cation of matrices:

A · λ = A

1 0 0
0 cos(α) sin(α)
0 − sin(α) cos(α)

 for λ = cos(α) + i sin(α) ∈ S1 (5.7.3)

For A ∈ SO(3) we denote by Ai ∈ R3 the vector corresponding to the ith row of A, i ∈ {1, 2, 3}. Note
that the condition A tA = Id can be written as

||A1|| = ||A2|| = ||A3|| = 1, 〈A1, A2〉 = 〈A2, A3〉 = 〈A1, A3〉 = 0

where || · || and 〈·, ·〉 are the standard Euclidean norm and inner porduct on R3.
• the complex projective line CP1, consisting of all complex lines in C2 through the origin (i.e. 1-

dimensional complex vector subspaces of C2). For (z0, z1) ∈ C2 \ {0}, we denote by

[z0 : z1] := C · (z0, z1) ∈ CP1

the induced line, so that we can write

CP1 = {[z0 : z1] : (z0, z1) ∈ C2 \ {0}},

[z0 : z1] = [z′0 : z′1]⇐⇒ ∃ λ ∈ C s.t. z′0 = λz0, z
′
1 = λz1.

• Over CP1 we consider the tautological bundle E (of rank 2 as a real vector bundle) which is defined
as the following sub-bundle of the trivial bundle CP1 × C2:

E := {(l, v) : l ∈ CP1, v ∈ l} ⊂ CP1 × C2.

TO DO:

(a) Check directly that π : S3 −→ S2 is a principal S1-bundle.
(b) Remark that, for any u ∈ S3,

iu, ju, ku ∈ H ∼= R4
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are orthogonal to u, i.e. they define vectors tangent to S3 at u. Use this to prove that S3 is
parallelizable. More precisely, describe explicitely the resulting vector fields X1 (using i), X2 (using
j) and X3 (using k) which define a parallelism of S3. For instance,

X1(x, y, z, t) = −y ∂
∂x

+ x
∂

∂y
− t ∂

∂z
+ z

∂

∂t
∈ Tx,y,z,tS3 ⊂ Tx,y,z,tR4.

(c) Here is a slightly different argument for the parallelizability of S3, using the group structure that
comes from multiplication of quaternions (see above). Fix u0 = (1, 0, 0, 0) ∈ S3 and the tangent
vectors

v1 :=
∂

∂y
(u0), v2 :=

∂

∂z
(u0), v3 :=

∂

∂t
(u0) ∈ Tu0

S3.

For u = (x, y, z, t) ∈ S3, identified with the quaternion x + iy + jz + kt, consider the right
multiplication by u:

Ru : S3 −→ S3, Ru(v) = vu,

its differential (dRu)u0
at u0 and

X1(u) := (dRu)u0(v1) ∈ TuS3 (uu0 = u!)

and similarly X2 and X3. Show that these concide with the vector fields you found above.
(d) Show that the flow of X1 induces the action (5.7.1) of S1 on S3.
(e) Let θ1, θ2, θ3 the associated coframe (i.e. defined by θi(Xj) = δij). Compute its structure equations.

(f) Show that θ1 can be interpreted as a connection on the Hopf fibration.
(g) Show that the curvature of this connection, K ∈ Ω2(S2), is a non-zero constant (that you have to

compute) times the area form σ of S2,

σ = xdy ∧ dz + ydz ∧ dx+ zdx ∧ dy ∈ Ω2(S2).

(be aware: the forms dx, etc make sense on the entire R3, but we only use their restrictions to S3.
And, while the forms dx, dy and dz are linearly independent on R3, their restrictions to S2 do
satisfy an extra-relation: xdx+ ydy + zdz = 0 (why?)).

(h) Show that
π1 : S3 −→ CP1, π1(z0, z1) = [z0 : z1]

is a principal S1-bundle, where the action of S1 on S3 is given by (5.7.1). What is the analogue of
this in higher dimensions?

(i) Show that there exists a diffeomorphism

Ψ : S2 ∼→ CP1 (5.7.4)

uniquely determined by π1 = Ψ ◦ π (i.e. identifying the Hopf fibration with the one from the
previous item).

(j) Show that one has a principal S1-bundle

π0 : SO(3) −→ S2,

where the (right) action of S1 on SO(3) is the one from (5.7.3). What is the analogue of this in
higher dimensions?

(k) Show that the vector bundle SO(3)[R2, ρ] associated to this principal S1-bundle and to by attaching
the fiber R2 viewed as a representation of S1 with

ρ : S1 ∼→ SO(2) ⊂ GL2(R) = GL(R2)

(see also (5.7.2)) is isomorphic to the tangent bundle of S2.
(l) Embedd SO(3) inside Fr(S2) and interpret it as an S1-structure on S2.
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(m) Identifying S3 with the space of quaternionic numbers of norm 1,

S3 ∼→ {u ∈ H : |u| = 1}, (x, y, z, t) 7→ x+ iy + jz + kt

and R3 with the space of pure quaternions

R3 ∼→ {v ∈ H : v + v∗ = 0}, (a, b, c) 7→ ai+ bj + ck,

show that
Au(v) := u∗vu

defines, for each u ∈ S3, a linear map Au : R3 −→ R3 which, as matrix, gives

Au ∈ SO(3).

(n) Consider the induced map
φ : S3 −→ SO(3), u 7→ Au.

Show that the projection of the Hopf fibration (see the begining) is precisely

π = π0 ◦ φ.

(incidentally note that φ(u) = φ(v) happens iff v = u or v = −u- and this shows that SO(3) can
be identified with the real projective space RP3.)

(o) Show that
φ(uλ) = φ(u) · λ2 ∀ u ∈ S3, λ ∈ S1,

where u · λ uses to the action of S1 on S3 given by (5.7.1) and φ(u) · λ2 uses the action of S1 on
SO(3) given by (5.7.3).

(p) Consider the vector bundle E1 = S3[R2, ρ] associated to the Hopf fibration by attaching the fiber
R2 viewed as a representation of S1 via ρ (see item 9) and, similarly, E2 = S3[R2, ρ2] defined using
the square ρ2 of the representation ρ:

ρ2 : S1 −→ GL2(R), ρ2(λ) = ρ(λ)2 =

(
cos(2α) sin(2α)
− sin(2α) cos(2α)

)
for λ = cos(α) + i sin(α) ∈ S1. Show that E2 is isomorphic to the tangent bundle of S2 and E1

is isomorphic to Ψ∗(E) (where E is the tautological line bundle- see the begining, and for Ψ see
(5.7.4)).
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Consider now the tautological complex line bundle L over CP1. From its very definition, L is a vector
sub-bundle of the trivial vector bundle E = CP1 × C2. Hence, as discussed in the class, we obtain a
connection on L, namely:

∇ : X(CP1)× Γ (L)→ Γ (L), (X, s) 7→ ∇X(s) := pr

∇flat
X (s)︸ ︷︷ ︸
∈Γ (E)


where we are making use of the following basic pieces:

- the canonical flat connection ∇flat on the trivial bundle E = CP1 × C2.
- the standard hermitian product on C2:

h : C2 × C2 → C, h(z, z′) = z0z′0 + z1z′1

- for each l ∈ CP2, the orthogonal projection onto l with respect to h,

prl : C2 → l.

Hence prl(z) is the unique point in l with the property that z − prl(z) is perpendicular to l w.r.t.
h; it can be described in explicit formulas by:

prl(z) =
h(z, ξ)

h(ξ, ξ)
ξ, with ξ ∈ l a/any non-zero vector.

- the map induced at the level of sections,

pr : Γ (E)→ Γ (L).

This defines ∇ or, if you prefer, the dual point of view,

d∇ : Γ (L)→ Ω1(CP1, L), d∇(s) = pr(d∇flat(s)).

First let’s compute a local connection matrix of this connection. Since L is of (complex) rank one, a local
frame over an open U ⊂ CPn is just a nowhere vanishing local section of L defined over U . We choose
here U to be

U0 := {[z0 : z1] : z0 6= 0},

i.e. the domain of the standard chart

χ0 : U0 → C, [1 : z]←→ z.

Over U0 we have the local section e0 given by that sends [1 : z] to (1, z). We can now talk about the
connection matrix of ∇ w.r.t. e, which will be a C-valued 1-form on U0, denoted

ω ∈ Ω1(U0,C)

and the curvature matrix of ∇ w.r.t. e (a C-valued 2-form on U0), denoted

k ∈ Ω1(U0,C)

Exercise 5.27.

(a) Prove that ω and k equal to (the pull-back via χ0 of)
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zdz

1 + |z|2
∈ Ω1(C,C),

1

(1 + |z|2)2
· dz ∧ dz ∈ Ω2(C,C),

respectively, where z = x+ i · y stand for the complex coordinate functions on C, z = x− i · y,
dz = dx+ i · dy (a C-valued 1-form!).

b) Show that c1(L) ∈ H2(CP1) is nonzero (hint: use Stokes).

c) Show that L is not trivializable and is not isomorphic to its conjugate L.
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OLDER AND ROUGH
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Exercise 5.28.

1. Show that for any distribution F ⊂ TM ,

Ω•F−bas(M) := {ω ∈ Ω•(M) : LV (ω) = 0, iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

(where • stands for arbitrary degrees of forms) are preserved by DeRham differential of M .
2. Show that for any distribution F ⊂ TM ,

ΩkF−hor(M) := {ω ∈ Ωk(M) : iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

is isomorphic to the space of sections of Λkν∗, where ν = TM/F .
3. If F is involutive, show that for all W ∈ Γ (F), the Lie derivatives of forms along W and the

pull-back of forms w.r.t. the flow φtW of W ,

LW : Ω•(M)→ Ω•(M),
(
φtW
)∗

: Ω•(M)→ Ω•(M),

they both preserve Ω•F−hor(M).
4. Show that for any distribution F ⊂ TM ,

Ω•F−bas(M) := {ω ∈ Ω•(M) : LV (ω) = 0, iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

(where • stands for arbitrary degrees of forms) are preserved by DeRham differential of M .
5. Show that a distribution F ⊂ TM is involutive if and only if

Ω•F−hor(M) := {ω ∈ Ω•(M) : iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

are preserved by all the Lie derivatives LW with W ∈ Γ (F). Let F ⊂ TM be a distributions and
consider, for each degree k ∈ N,

ΩkF−hor(M) := {ω ∈ Ω•(M) : iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

ΩkF−bas(M) := {ω ∈ Ω•(M) : LV (ω) = 0, iV (ω) = 0 ∀ V ∈ Γ (F)}

6. Describe a linear isomorphism between ΩkF−hor(M) and the space of sections of Λkν∗, where
ν = TM/F .

7. show that, in general, Ω•F−bas(M) is preserved by the DeRham differential for M ;
8. show that F is involutive if and only if for all Ω•F−bas(M) is preserved by the DeRham differential

for M ;
9. When F = Kerdπ where π : M → N is a submersion, the pull-back of forms via π,

π∗ : Ω•(N)→ Ω•(M),

takes values in Ω•Fπ−bas(M).
10. when π has connected fibers, then π∗ becomes a linear isomorphism

π∗ : Ω•(N)→ Ω•Fπ−bas(M).
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Let E be a vector bundle over a manifold M , endowed with a connection ∇. Let x0 ∈M and consider
the set of loops at x0:

Ω(M,x0) :=
{
γ : [0, 1]→M : γ(0) = γ(1) = x0

}
.

For γ ∈ Ω(M,x0), the induced parallel transport along γ from t = 0 to 1 is denoted

Tγ : Ex0
→ Ex0

.

Given a vector bundle E over M together with a connection ∇, the parallel transport w.r.t. ∇ gives
rise to a map

T : Ω(M,x0)→ GL(Ex0
), γ 7→ Tγ ,

where Tγ : Ex0
→ Ex0

is the parallel transport along from 0 to 1 along the path t 7→ γ(e2πti). If
δ : [0, 1] → M such that δ(0) = γ(1), we define the concatenation of δ and γ: Assuming that δ ? γ is
smooth prove that

Tδ?γ = Tδ ◦ Tγ .

Exercise 5.29. Let E be a vector bundle over M , endowed with a connection ∇ and, for γ : [0, 1]→
M we consider the induced parallel transport (w.r.t. ∇ from t = 0 to 1), denoted

Tγ : Eγ(0) → Eγ(1).

If δ : [0, 1]→M such that δ(0) = γ(1), we define the concatenation of δ and γ:

δ ? γ : [0, 1]→M, (δ ? γ)(t) =

{
γ(2t) if t ∈ [0, 1

2 ],
δ(2t− 1) if t ∈ [ 1

2 , 1].

Assuming that δ ? γ is smooth prove that

Tδ?γ = Tδ ◦ Tγ .

and let x0 ∈M . We consider the set of loops at x0,

Ω(M,x0) :=
{
γ : S1 →M : γ(1) = x0

}
,

and, for γ ∈ Ω(M,x0), the parallel transport from t = 0 to 1 along the path t 7→ γ(e2πti) is denoted

Tγ : Ex0
→ Ex0

.

For γ1, γ2 ∈ Ω(M,x0), we define their concatenation γ1 ? γ2 by Given a vector bundle E over M together
with a connection ∇, the parallel transport w.r.t. ∇ gives rise to a map

T : Ω(M,x0)→ GL(Ex0), γ 7→7→ Tγ ,

where Tγ : Ex0 → Ex0 is the parallel transport along from 0 to 1 along the path t 7→ γ(e2πti).
For a manifold M and x0 ∈M we consider the set of loops at x0:

Ω(M,x0) :=
{
γ : S1 →M : γ(1) = x0

}
.

Given a vector bundle E over M together with a connection ∇, the parallel transport w.r.t. ∇ gives rise
to a map

T : Ω(M,x0)→ GL(Ex0), γ 7→7→ Tγ ,

where Tγ : Ex0
→ Ex0

is the parallel transport along from 0 to 1 along the path t 7→ γ(e2πti).
sending γ to the parallel transport along from 0 to 1 along the Given a connection ∇ on a line bundle

E →M , for any loop γ in M at a point x0 ∈M , i.e. for any γ : [0, 1]→M with γ(0) = γ(1) = x0, prove
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that there exists a non-zero constant cγ ∈ R such that

T 0,1
γ (v) = cγ · v ∀ v ∈ Lx0 .

Exercise 5.30. Given a connection ∇ on a line bundle E → M , for any loop γ in M at a point
x0 ∈M , i.e. for any γ : [0, 1]→M with γ(0) = γ(1) = x0, prove that there exists a non-zero constant
cγ ∈ R such that

T 0,1
γ (v) = cγ · v ∀ v ∈ Lx0 .

Exercise 5.31. In this exercise, for any manifold M and natural number r, we denote by RrM the
trivial vector bundle of rank r over M , prM : M × Rr →M .

1. When M = S2 show that there exists a morphism of vector bundles

f : S2 × R3 → S2 × R

whose kernel is precisely TS2.
2. When M = CP1 and L is the tautological line bundle, show that there exists another complex

line bundle L′ and a morphism of complex vector bundles

f : CP1 × C2 → L′

whose kernel is precisely L.
3. Show that there exists no complex lin
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